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The Ohio Long Distance Decision. 

The opinion of United States Circuit Court Judge Tayler, 
in the case arising from violations of exclusive contracts 
between local companies and the United States Long Dis- 
tance Telephone Company, is one of the most interesting 
documents which has arisen from the various controversies 
in the telephone industry. In a way it is a testimonial to 
the strength of the Independents no less striking than 
amusing, in that they should now have arisen to a position 
where the declarations of ‘anti-trust laws which they have 
invoked against their competitors are cited against them- 
selves. On the whole, the opinion greatly strengthens the 
position which the Independents have broadly advanced— 
that a monopoly in the telephone business is against public 
policy. 

While many of the reports of this case which have gone 
out to the daily press bear the stamp of paid publicity mak- 
ers, it is worthy of note that the lay press is disposed to 
consider the decision as advantageous to the public in the 
advancement of competitive service. For example, take the 
following despatch to the Chicago Examiner from Cleveland 
“Although Federal Judge R. W. Tayler de- 


nied the United States Telephone Company an injunction 


on May 21st: 


preventing the Bell interests from taking over long distance 
business with local exchanges under contract to connect 
only with the Independents, the full text of the decision an- 
nounced today reverses the victory of the Bell company.” 

It is worthy of particular attention that the decision of 
the United States Circuit Court apparently conflicts, in its 
main finding, with two decisions made in the State courts 
of Ohio, which have ruled against the violation of the Unit- 
ed States Telephone contracts in both the Delphos and the 
Middlepoirt cases. 

Inasmuch as the case will undoubtedly be carried to the 
higher courts for final determination, and Judge Tayler’s 
decision is in no way a final settlement of the causes at 
issue, TELEPHONY cannot express any opinion in this con- 
troversy until a decision is handed down by the court of 
last resort. There is no doubt but that the ultimate out- 
come of the litigation inaugurated in Ohio during the past 
year, of which this case forms a part, will be the final set- 
tlement of all causes involved in this broad subject. 

Pending the final settlement of the points at issue, the 
Independent companies of Ohio have a particularly good 
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chance to show the stuff they are made of by standing to 
their guns to prevent the advancement of monopolistic prac- 
tices, and to convince the public that the growth of the 
Independent movement has been because it is in the inter- 
ests of the people not less than the result of the exercise 


of skill in business 





The Electrical Center of a Line. 


A satisfactory telephone line must possess a number of 


qualities. Among the terms used to describe these quali- 


ties we often hear “balanced,” “unbalanced,” and “center 


of the line,’ and some doubt has been expressed as to 


what they mean. 

In attaching apparatus to a telephone line, it sometimes 
becomes necessary to ground some portion of the attach- 
ment. Now it is well known to practical telephone men 
that to ground one side of a telephone circuit tends to 
make it noisy or to cause cross talk, or both. By “side of 


the circuit” is meant one of the two wires which make 


up a metallic circuit. 

It has been found, experimentally, that if at the same 
point on the line we ground both wires, through two sep- 
non-inductive resistances of the value, there 


arate same 


will be no noise. The reason is that the “noisy current” 
induced by foreign influences finds equal access to both 
wires, hence there is no tendency to flow through the tele- 
phones, which are bridged across the circuit. Now, if we 
take those same two non-inductive resistances, put them 
in series with each other, wire them across the line and 


shall 


respect to noise, the same conditions. as before. 


ground the point between the two, we have, in 
Since from 
the grounded point there is equal resistance to each side 
of the line, we say that it is grounded at the center of 
the resistance. Also the line is termed “balanced” and the 
center of the bridged resistance: may be termed the center 


of the line. EL we 

But practically all coils bridged across telephone circuits 
are highly inductive, to prevent.Igss of: talking and ring- 
ing current. This brings. in thé) added. requirement, for 
electrical balance, that the inductance of each half: of the 
So, if 


a coil across a circuit and ground its 


coil must be the same, as well. as its resistance. 


we wish to connect 
middle point so as not to make the line noisy, we must 
if possible find that point in the coil which is the middle 


point of resistance and the middle point of inductance. 


This is the electrical center of the coil, and when connected, 


of the line 





The Personal Touch. 


The world today is flooded with books. There is hardly 


a subject of human thought or endeavor which has not 


been written up, some of them a few times, some of them 


times without number. It is possible for an energetic man 


to get an excellent education along any line by reading 


the literature of that subject, and many owe their knowl- 
edge to this plan of action. Yet why is it that in most 


colleges and universities so many subjects are presented 


by lectures? 
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There are a few subjects on which the literature is yet 
But plentiful the 


by his experience, must supplement the 


insufficient. even where books are 


teacher, guided 
text with explanations and illustrations which will carry 
conviction to his particular students. The personal con- 
tact with his mind is needed to correct erronous concep- 
tions, and guide along proper channels. 

We like to handle materials and material forces in large 
quantities, but when it comes to human beings such a plan 
is resented. The widely advertised “personally conducted” 
excursion is an attempt to meet the recognized desire for 
the personal attention of some one who knows. Per- 
sonal contact seems to be necessary to insure the com- 
munication of the right idea, in the right way, at the 
right time. 

Telephone companies can not be very successfully run 
by long distance methods. The manager or superintendent 
who attempts to direct his work entirely from his desk 
is likely to end in failure. The subscribers, the linemen, 
the troublemen, the operators—all need to feel the per-— 
of the 


secured by orders issued from the desk, and by formal 


sonal influence man in charge. This can not be 


reports. Orders and reports have their place, but nothing 
will take the place of personal visits to different parts of 
the plant. As an organization becomes larger, it is in- 
creasingly difficult to keep in touch with all that goes on, 
and many men give it up and depend entirely on reports. 
This is a tendency which ought to be resisted. See things 


and people for yourself! 





Illinois Independents—Kill the Gardner Bill! 

If the Independent telephone men of Illinois have had 
a good rest it is time for them to wake up. We are look- 
ing to Mr. Manford Savage, of Champaign, and Mr. C. A. 
Camp, of Henry, to show their mettle—and to everyone 
else to get in touch with his representative, and tell him 
what he about the of his 


stituents who are served by Independent telephones. 


should know interests con- 

The manner in which the laws of Illinois at present deal 
with monopolistic mergers was shown in the recent de- 
cision of the Supreme Court in the Kellogg case. Now 
comes the Gardner bill, providing that every telephone 
company “shall have power to acquire by lease or other- 
wise the property, or any part thereof, of other telephone 
associations or companies, or to dispose of by lease or 
otherwise its lines and other property or,any part thereof, 
and also shall have the power to acquire and hold stock 
and bonds of other telephone companies.” 

In other words the anti-trust laws of the state are to 
be set aside as far as the Bell telephone company is con- 
cerned, by this proposed law. The bill can only be made 
harmless by amending it so that it shall not apply to com- 
panies in competition or having competitive connections. 

The bill is particularly dangerous in view of the present 


The bill 


Senate, and every Independent telephone officer and stock 


situation at Chicago. has already passed the 
holder will have to get in touch with his representative 
at once, to secure its defeat. Don’t write, it’s too slow— 


telephone! 














The Missouri Convention 


Hats off to Missouri! Last week she had her banner 


convention, and every man went back home with a feeling 
of confidence in the future which is a striking testimonial 
to the strength of the Independent com- 
panies. It was a big convention, full of interest from the 


association of 


start, and the discussions were all along the line of devel- 
oping better business methods, and harmonious working 
for the development of a more efficient Independent sys- 
tem through better organization. The big feature of the 
meeting was a decision to employ a first-class man to aid 
operating companies in their efforts to further the devel- 
opment of the Independent telephone business in Missouri 
and Kansas. Practically every delegate present pledged 
the assessments to support this work—in some instances 
managers guaranteeing the amount their 
directors would not authorize the expenditure for the com- 


personally, if 


pany. 

The convention was opened Wednesday morning, and 
Mayor T. T. Crittenden extended a welcome to 
Kansas City. President M. L. Golladay, in his response 
for the association complimented the city on its having 
“one of the most perfectly built, most splendily managed 
Independent telephone systems in the world.” 

The Insurance made no report, but 


cordial 


Committee on Mr. 


you buy a large enough switchboard? Did you figure on 


the central location of your office for convenience in 


handling your local service? Did you start pole leads out 


of town, north, south, east and west, heavy enough to 
carry the wires you now have for this farm service? 

“The question is, ‘What shall we get for this farm serv 
ice, that we may have cost at least, and depend on our 
local subscribers for a profit on our investment?’ A farm 
ers’ line, running six miles out, if built of native poles, 
will cost about $25 per mile for No. 12 wire, poles well 
set and all labor included, making a total of $150 for the 
line. Now if we put ten telephones on, I find the cost of 
the telephone and installing not much less than $15 each, 
as they do not all go in at once, thereby making another 
$150, giving a total of $300 for a start the tirst year. For 
batteries, troubleman and general upkeep on about 100 
miles of this kind of line, my experience is that it costs me 
an average of $3.50 per telephone, making a total of $335 
At the third 

find that 25 per cent of the poles need replacing, 
thereby adding $3.75 $33.50. 
In the meantime I have put in two more years mainten- 
ance at $3.50 per year per telephone, making a total for 
of $44.25, and for this $10 


as first cost for the first year. end of the 
year, | 


to the original first cost of 


the three years service I get 

















The Men Who Made Last Week’s Missouri Independent Telephone Convention a Biy Success. 


Golladay called attention to the important work which is 
being done by a committee of the International Associa- 
tion to provide a better plan of insurance than now exists. 

The following were appointed to serve as a committee 
on nominations: Messrs. Myers of Kansas City, 
St. Louis, Parker of Liberty, Neill of Clinton, 
of Maryville. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, a committee was appointed 


Bassett of 


and Todd 


to consider means of bringing about an extension of In- 
dependent telephone service in railway stations, the mem- 
bers being Mr. Parker, Mr. McHenry and Mr. Hook. 
COST OF FARM LINE SERVICE. 

The first feature of the Wednesday afternoon session 
was the reading of a paper on “Cost of Farm Service.” by 
Mr. D. C. Clark, of Lockwood. He to the diffi- 
culties of obtaining accurate figures, saying: 

“Who among us years ago 


mands would be on his exchange today for service? 


referred 


what the de- 
Did 


foresaw five 


from each telephone, thereby leaving a deficit 
still of $14.25, with a certainty that the other 
of the poles will have to be replaced in the next three 


years. , And in the meantime I have been giving these peo- 


per year 
7 


5 per cent 


ple service at the rate of—I find on an average five calls 


per day from each of these telephones, a total of 50 calls 


a day answered and connections put up for—how much? 


I figure nothing whatever. 

“T know of one telephone system in my district that is 
all strictly farm service; while it operates two switch 
boards, it has no town rate, all paying the same, a $5 mem 
tele 
This 


thirteen 


bership fee. Each man builds his line and owns his 
phone, paying $6 per year for service over the system 
has 
years, and now has a membership of some two hundred and 
fifty. 


good switchboards, and last winter set perhaps 75 per cent 


company been in existence some twelve or 


It has in these years kept going and bought two 


of its lines with cedar by going in debt some. 
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“Now, while we may handle farm service at a rate of six 
dollars per year on lines owned by the subscriber, and I am 
plodding along under the certain prospect of a deficit on 
lines I own at a ten-dollar rate, is there one among you 
who cannot foresee the final outcome of a competitive 
Mutual exchange which is now building lines and soliciting 

















Secretary H. C. Todd. 


patronage at a rate of 10 cents per month per telephone? 
I have such an exchange in mind in my district. 

“Another kind of farm service is where the farm lines 
are built and the telephone and line owned by the sub- 
scriber and run into the local exchange. If this kind of a 
line could be kept in order so the service would be good, 
it could be handled at a greater profit at a rate of three or 
four dollars per year per telephone by the local exchange. 
But I think it is the experience of most of us that these 
lines are a constant source of annoyance both to the mana- 
ger and also to the operating force. For while one or two 
of the owners may keep up their proportional part of the 
line all right, there are others who care for their line as 
they do their binder, plow or harrow, which they leave 
where they used it last until they want it again next year. 
And these same subscribers are the worst kickers we have 
too. If everything doesn’t work right, or he has to ring 
“Central” more than once, he wants you to fix your old 
switchboard or fire the operator, as he knows his telephone 
and the line is all right; when perhaps his portion is down 
for quite a stretch on the barbed wire fence, or has had a 
break repaired by being hooked up with a piece of baling 
wire and a pothook splice. 

“What it Cost to Give Farm 
Service’ is one that demands much more consideration than 
any of us have given it in the past.” 

In his paper Mr. H. C. Todd, of Maryville, discussed the 
subject, “How to Reduce Depreciation.” 

IMPORTANCE OF STATISTICS. 

An address by J. B. Ware, active secretary of the Inter- 
national association, contained the following: 

“By frequent publication of items about the monthly and 
annual reports of the Bell companies the public has for 
years been kept informed as to the advance in the number 
of Bell subscribers. However, comparatively little infor- 
mation or the Independent telephone 


“This question of Does 


figures regarding 


growth and success, have been given, although more won- 
derful the development and more rapid the growth during 
its period of scarcely more than a dozen years, than is true 
of the Bell interests during their entire thirty years of 
existence. 
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“The ignorance of the facts, not alone by the public, but 
largely among Independent telephone men, has been gen- 
eral. It is unfortunately true, that, while the Bell interest 
on one side has ever had all data and desirable statistics 
at its command, yet, with the many companies on the side 
of the Independents, it has been extremely difficult for them 
to secure statistical information even approaching com- 
pleteness. 

“By reason of this long existing condition in the tele- 
phone field there has been persistent publicity favorable to 
the Bell claims, contentions and interests, and ever assail- 
ing the accuracy and correctness of every important state- 
ment favorable to the Independents. While the injustice 
both to the public and their interests, and to the Independ- 
ents, has long been recognized, yet, how to prevent such 
has been a most difficult problem to solve. 

“The first necessary requirement was figures, the accu- 
racy of which could not be assailed by those interests an- 
tagonistic to the Independents, thus furnishing a founda- 
tion upon which to build, even though such figures might 
not be fully complete and therefore not entirely satisfac- 
tory. 

“To a great extent, the recent preliminary report of the 
Census department of the United States Government fur- 
nished most valuable data. 

“The value of the Government report has been forcibly 
illustrated in connection with the efforts the 
tional Association is putting forth to prevent the telephone 
franchise of the Tunnel Company, Chicago, from being sold 
to the Chicago Telephone Company (Bell). For months 
our contention that there are more exclusively Independent 
telephones than Bell connections within five hundred miles 
of Chicago has been ridiculed and denied by the Bell offi- 
cials. 

“From the Government report was made a table, which 
stands unchallenged, showing, that within three hundred 
miles of this metropolis are 754,262 telephones in service 
having no connection with any lines reaching Chicago; that 
within five hundred miles there were 1,346,640 such Inde- 
pendent telephones—a majority. 

“These official figures also show that outside of said city 
within the six states of Iowa, Illinois, Wisconsin, Michigan, 
Indiana and Ohio—those having closest commercial rela- 
tions to Chicago, there are 959,994 exclusively Independent 
telephones, after deducting from the Independent column 
every one claimed by the Bell to have connection with Bell 
lines. Thus, the number is larger than all telephones, Bell 
or non-Bell, connecting with the Bell lines, being 946,073 
within said six states. 

“In other words, today a majority of all telephones in 
use in the six states having closest commercial dealings with 
Chicago are upon the Independent system and cannot be 
reached directly or indirectly over Bell lines by Chicago’s 
citizens. 

“In view of these facts and present conditions, surely all 
will agree that there should be made practically complete 
and reliable records of all non-Bell companies, many though 
they be. Facts speak louder than words and the full truth 
is what is desired as to this most popular public utility. 

“The present International Association officers have 
adopted an aggressive policy of perfecting its records and 
data along these lines, and already taken steps to carry it 
out. With the termination of the Legislative season it is 
expected to prosecute vigorously this work. Each operat- 
ing telephone man and each state association must heartily 
co-operate in this important matter to insure success. It 
involves the expenditure of time, and effort, and money, 
but nowhere can more universally beneficial results be 
obtained at so correspondingly small outlay. 

“Before the next census is taken we should have at our 


Interna- 
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command indisputable and complete data as to the pre- 
dominating strength, numerically, of our system. Much 
has already been accomplished and there is promise of even 
greater advantages and benefits before us, both for the 
public and our companies. 

“No more fitting motto could be found than our own, 

“*Each for all, all for each.’” 

The next paper was “From the Subscriber’s Viewpoint,” 
by C. H. Petty, of Nevada, Missouri. 

Mr. Houck McHenry read an interesting paper bear- 
ing on the title “Seeing Ourselves as Others See Us.” 
He referred to the difficulties of making understand 
questions of rates, and urged that the public be given infor- 
mation which will gradually educate them to see the tele- 
phone man’s side of the question. 

Although Mr. A. F. Adams, of Joplin, was unable to 
attend the convention, his paper on the “Advantages of 
Toll Line Development by Local Companies” attracted 
favorable attention. 

An interesting feature of the program was the report of 
Mr. W. P. Hemphill on conditions in Kansas. He said: 

“Kansas is in better condition that it ever has been be- 
fore. We are getting a number of new copper toll lines 
constructed, which are needed very badly, and we have a 
few toll line organizations of which we are contemplating 
the formation. I think the toll line situation is the most 
vital before the Independent telephone companies. You 
all know with what rapidity the public took to the use of 
the telephone in the development of the local telephone 
service. It has all been done, you might say, in seven or 
eight years. Now, the public is taking to the use of the 
telephone for long distance use just as rapidly as they 
took to the use of the telephone for local work. I think 
the way to get this business is by the organization of toll 
line companies and by the local operators taking stock 
in the toll line companies. I think the profits which ac- 
crue to the toll line business belong legitimately to the 
toll line.” 

Mr. Hemphill read a resolution passed at the last Kan- 
sas convention providing that “the incoming executive com- 
mittee of this Association is hereby authorized to confer 
with the executive committee of the Missouri Independent 
Telephone Association during or before the next annual 
Association Convention of the Missquri Independent 
Telephone Association, which will be held in Kansas City, 
on the 19th and 20th of May, 1909, with a view of employ- 
ing, jointly with the said Missouri Independent Telephone 
Association, a competent man and necessary assistants, 
who shall by personal visitation to the fields of the va- 
rious individuals and companies, members of the Kansas 
Association and of the Missouri Association, look after the 
interests of said individuals and companies for the welfare 
of each Association as a whole.” 

Mr. Hemphill said: 

“Kansas wants to go into it. We want a man who can 
do things right. We want a man who can go out and or- 
ganize toll line companies and can assist in getting funds. 
It will be necessary for all the smaller plants in the next 
few years to rebuild. We want to have a man there to 
help rebuild these new plants; we want sufficient funds 
to help hire as good a man as we can locate to do that 
work; we want a man big enough to do that kind of 
work.” 

Mr. Kirkland presented a few verses on the telephone 
girl which were much appreciated. 

On motion of Mr. Schweer a committee was appointed 
to draft a new constitution and by-laws. Messrs. Petty, 
Adams and Jones were appointed. 

The second day’s session opened with the report of the 
secretary-treasurer, Mr. G. W. Schweer. 
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He said to the members, in this report, among other things: 

“There are according to our records 533 incorporated 
and unincorporated non-Bell companies in Missouri. 
This includes many small farm mutuals unincorporated. 
According to the Missouri Board of Equalization, there 
are 184 non-Bell incorporated companies in Missouri who 
report to the Secretary of State. Forty-six of these com- 
panies have embraced the monopoly, mostly because it 
was impossible to obtain long distance connection. Their 
prayers, however, are long and loud for the privilege of 
coming over where they belong. 

“According to Government statistics there are 312,527 
telephones in Missouri; 220,823 non-Bell, 91,704 Bell and 
the Bell claim 82,393 of the non-Bell connected with 
them. I requested the Department of Commerce and 
Labor to furnish your Association the statistics of Mis- 
souri by counties. This was refused for the stated reason 
that no arrangement had been made to furnish this in- 
formation by counties, and also because it would disclose 
the operation of some individual companies. It was there- 
fore impossible to compare the Government statistics 
with those of our Traveling Secretary for the fact that 
there are 22 counties in the 9th and 10th districts which 
are not organized. But taking figures from the Journal of 
the Missouri Board of Equalization, 1908 report, and our 
knowledge of who connect with the monopoly, the Bell 
report 78,590 telephones of their own and the connecting 
companies have 22,590, or a total of 101,180, which would 
leave the balance, 201,347 Independent. There are, how- 
ever, ten counties that have no long distance connection 
whatever, and no doubt are looking forward to the Mis- 
souri Independent Telephone Association to take steps in 
organizing a long distance company that will make it 
possible for all to be connected in one complete Inde- 
pendent system in Missouri. 

“The Association has furnished the with 
some valuable information as to the condition and needs 
of the Independent companies in Missouri, and thereby 
prevented some hostile and drastic legislation. 

“The members of the Association all report a steady 
increase in business and their companies in good financial 
condition with but few exceptions, and we note on the 
other side the monopoly subsidiary company, the Missouri 
& Kansas Telephone Company’s loss last year was $260, 
and the St. Louis Bell ceased to pay dividends this year. 
The old Mother Bell, the A. T. & T. Co., is compelled to 
spread out her wings to protect the subsidiaries in Mis- 
souri, who once were her glory and her prey. 

“T would urge every Independent to stand shoulder to 
shoulder; make our organization stronger and_ stand 
closer together against the monopoly that was not long 
since demanding exorbitant prices from the people and 
when in competition, giving away service to crush compe- 
tition. The reasonableness of the prices of the Inde- 
pendents and honesty in policy is the success of the In- 
dependents. We believe in competition. If the monopoly 
reaches your town, let them have a drug store in place 
of your board.” 

Mr. S. D. Thompson, of Cameron, Mo., read a valuable 
paper on “Collecting and Its Success in One Exchange.” 
“COST OF OPERATING A MUTUAL COMPANY.” 

Mr. J. N. B. Shelton, of Mount Vernon, read a paper on 
this subject. He described an experience in his neighborhood. 
He traced the progress of the Mutual company from its small 
beginning, through various embarrassments and assessments, 
to the present. As the company grew, he said: “The Bell 
company came into our midst and put up a splendid equip- 
ment, nice cable, etc. But the people seemed to be with us 
and our exchanges kept growing and growing and theirs de- 

(Continued on page 626.) 


legislature 





History of the Automatic Telephone 


The Trunk Repeater 






By Arthur Bessey Smith 


Assistant Professor in Telephone Engineering, Purdue University. 


After a time the automatic telephone had demonstrated its 
ability to handle commercial exchange work in small and me- 
dium sized exchanges. But cities have a faculty of growing, 
and the telephone system must keep pace with the needs, which 
have had a habit of growing faster than the population. It is 
an unfortunate fact that as a central office grows in size, the 
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Fig. 123. Experimental Trunk Repeater, Which Did Not Work. 


expense per year per telephone increases. The attempt to sub- 
divide an exchange territory into districts, with a relatively 
small office in each, reduces the expense a little, but the annual 
cost still runs up in a marked degree. 

The automatic system itself 
adapted to the conditions of multi-office exchanges. 
the cost of service per line to be kept within bounds, and shows 
a decided economy in the subdivision of offices. The 
notable example is the city of Los Angeles, Cal., in which there 
are one main office, manual, and seven sub-offices, all auto- 
matic, the latter serving between 15,000 and 20,000 out of the 
total of 35,000 subscribers. All the automatic offices are so 
linked by trunk lines that a subscriber can call to any of 
them with exactly the same ease and speed that he would 
reach another telephone in his own exchange. 

As the lines became lorger, it began to be noticed that the 
relays did not act as well as before. It was more difficult to 
adjust them so that they would respond accurately to the series 
of rapid impulses. This was caused by the electrostatic capacity 
of the lines. While pulling the first digit, the subscriber oper- 
ated a first selector in his own office, the relays of which re- 
sponded easily. But while completing his connection he was 
operating the relays of a connector in the distant office several 
miles away. The capacity, in that distance, has an appreciable 
effect on the behavior of the relays. It makes them sluggish, 
tending to hold up and not fall back promptly on each break 
of the dial. 

The same problem had been met in telegraph work, and a 
satisfactory solution found in the repeater, which is now in 
daily use on hundreds of lines. So the engineers of the Auto- 
matic Electric Company set themselves to work to produce a 
repeater for trunk lines which should give relief. 

It seems a simple thing to arrange a circuit like Fig. 123 to 
repeat the signals. The condensers, C; and C:, break the con 
tinuity of the line for battery current, while allowing talking 
current free path. All the vertical impulses made by the dial 
at the left operate the relay, VR, which grounds the vertical 
line at the right of the condenser, thus passing the signals on 
to the vertical relay, !’R:, in the selector at the distant office. 
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The rotary impulses are similarly passed on. 

It was in this form that the first trials were made. But it 
failed. The relays, VR, and RR, acted sluggishly, or not at 
all. Examination into the cause revealed the following state 
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of affairs: When the impulse spring at the dial closes, it con- 
nects the left hand terminal of condenser C; practically “dead” 
to ground. When the vertical relay, ’R:, pulls up as the result 
of the condition at the calling station it closes its contact, C, 
and connects the right hand terminal of the same condenser to 
For an instant the condenser is thus short circuited, 
When the vertical impulse spring at 
Current will 


ground. 
and hence is discharged. 
the dial breaks, this short circuit is removed. 
therefore continue to flow through /’R, until the condenser is 
This holds the relay up until the next impulse 
at least will 


fully charged. 
comes in, so that it “freezes,” 
not transmit signals clearly and reliably. 

This difficulty was finally solved by reversing the vertical and 
rotary lines at the right of the condensers, C; and C:, as in 
Fig. 124. This was done about January, 1906, and the circuit 
was applied to the Los Angeles exchange with marked success. 
It will be observed that the vertical relay still repeats signals to 
the vertical line to the other office, but condenser C; is now 
connected to the rotary line to the right. It is no longer in a 
position to cause a continuation of current through /R;. When 
the subscriber releases, VR: and RR; pull up together, ground- 
ing both vertical and rotary lines at C and D, releasing the 
apparatus at the distant office. Contacts A and B close, feeding 
negative battery through the 60-ohm resistance to the release 
trunk, and thence to the apparatus in the home office, 
leasing it. 

This type of repeater works perfectly for local battery sys- 
tems, but for common battery there must be a modification. 
Fig. 125 shows the common battery trunk repeater as used at 
Portland, Ore., and also at Los Angeles, Cal., in the spring of 
1906. The vertical relay, Ri, is in series with one winding of 
the differential relay, DR, and has a permanent connection to 
negative battery. The rotary relay, RR, is connected in series 
with the other winding of the differential relay, from which 
the circuit goes through contact H of the talking relay, TR. 
Thus each side of the line to the calling subscriber has nega- 
tive battery for selecting purposes. The talking relay, TR, is 
normally bridged across the trunk line, but is controlled by 
contact F of the differential relay. The vertical relay, through 
its contact C, passes the impulses on to the vertical line extend- 
ing to the distant office. The differential relay follows all these 
impulses, disconnecting the talking relay from across the line. 
[he impulse on the rotary line energizes the rotary relay, and, 
through its contact D, grounds the rotary trunk to the distant 
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Fig. 124. Trunk Repeater as Installed at Los Angeles. 


office. Again the differential relay ‘pulls up, and disconnects 
the talking relay from the trunk. 

When the called subscriber answers, the talking relay in the 
connector in the distant office pulls up, and switches the rotary 
trunk from negative to positive battery, i. e., ground. This 
causes current to flow over the rotary trunk to the trunk re- 
peater, through contact F, talking relay, and back over the ver- 
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The talking relay is thus energized and puliing up 
accomplishes three results. At K it cuts ground off the con- 
tact of the vertical and rotary relays. At L it disconnects the 
contact D of the rotary relay from the rotary trunk. At H 
and G it switches the rotary line to the calling subscriber from 
negative battery to positive, thereby giving him battery supply 
for talking purposes. It will be observed that the vertical, ro- 
tary, differential, and talking relays have very much the same 
relations to each other and the lines as the relays of the same 
names in the common baitery connector which was described 
in the preceding chapter. 

When through talking, the called subscriber hangs up, re- 
leasing the talking relay. This changes the rotary line of the 
calling subscriber back to negative battery, so that when he 
hangs up and grounds both lines, the vertical, rotary, and differ- 
ential relays wili all pull up. Contacts C and D ground the 
trunk line, and thereby release the apparatus in the distant of- 
fice. Contact E of the differential relay feeds negative battery 
through the 60-ohm resistance, and the A-B contact, to the re- 
lease trunk, which releases the apparatus in this office. 

The calling subscriber can release even if the called subscriber 
has not hung up. In this case the talking relay is still ener- 
gized. If now both lines from the left be grounded the rotary 
relay and the bottom winding of the differential relay will be 
short-circuited. This allows only the vertical and differential 
relays to pull up, the latter disconnecting the talking relays at 
F. The talking relay falling back gives negative battery to the 
rotary line (at H), making the rotary relay also pull up. This 
closes the contact A B, and since E is already closed, negative 
battery is fed over the release trunk to release the apparatus in 
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Fig. 125. Common Battery Trunk Repeater. 


this office. At the same time contacts C and D release the dis- 
tant office. 

A very interesting combination o¢ selector and trunk repeater 
was put in at Columbus, Ohio, in the spring of 1907. Its cir- 
cuit is given in Fig. 126. Since it was designed for a local 
battery system, the vertical and rotary relays are permanently 
connected to negative battery and the lines as shown. Two 
condensers, C; and (2, separate the lines to allow the separation 
of battery feed. The wires to the vertical and rotary wipers 
are transposed to avoid the trouble described above. Contact C 
of the vertical relay normally operates the vertical magnet, 
VM, but after the selector action is over, it is made to ground 
the vertical trunk like a repeater. Contact D of the rotary 
relay also does double duty, handling the private magnet, PM, 
and rotary trunk Detailed description of its 
action does not seem necessary. as each action has been thor- 
oughly’ explained before. 

One very important use of the trunk repeater is in the “sub- 
office” plan of exchange division. In this plan a group of sub- 
scribers who would ordinarily be served by lines direct to the 
main office have their line-switches and connectors moved out 
to a point in their neighborhood. From this sub-office only as 
many trunks are carried to the main office as are necessary for 
the traffic. It has been found to give better satisfaction to cut 
in a trunk repeater at the sub-office in each trunk going fo the 
main office. Such a trunk repeater, adapted to common bat- 
tery, is shown in Fig. 127. It will be remembered that in the 


also the tine. 


common battery. line-switch, its release magnet is connected 
from negative battery to the release trunk when a subscriber 


TELEPHONY 


621 


has tripped in. Hence contact £ of the differential relay needs 
only to ground the release trunk to cause the restoration of the 
line-switch. An off normal relay, ONR, is added, which con- 
nects the talking relay across the trunk when the line-switch 
trips in, the current being fed through the release magnet of the 
line-switch. Owing to its high resistance, 5,500 ohms, it will not 
affect the release magnet. 

By the introduction of the repeater the sharpness and relia- 
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Fig. 126. Circuit of Third Selector and Trunk Repeater Combined. 


bility of the signals was made all that could be desired. But an 
added point in favor of the repeater was brought out in connec- 
ticn with the common battery system. Without it, the calling 
subscriber had to draw his talking current from the connector 
in the distant office. This gave him rels#ively weak transmis- 
sion. With the repeater, he draws current from battery in his 
own office, as the called subscriber does from his own office, 


‘ and voice transmission is made very much more satisfactory. 


(To bé continued.) 


—- 


An Item for the Promoter Exposers. 





St. Paul papers have published the following dispatch from 
Pierre, S. D.: “The first purely Indian telephone line to be 
reported is one to connect Kadoka in southwestern Stanley 
county, with Eagle Nest, a point on the Pine Ridge reserva- 
tion. The promoter of the line is Two Elk, an Indian on 
the reservation, and the reservation Indians are taking stock 
in the plan, doing their part in the way of furnishing and 
setting the poles for the line.” Boston News Bureau, Public 
Service, and Wall Street Journal, please copy with usual com 
ments! 





Family Saved from Asphyxiation by Telephone Operator. 


The entire Benjamin Erb family at Logansport, Ind., was 
recently saved from asphyxiation by coal: gas by a tele- 
phone operator who attempted to call Mr. Erb to take his 
run on a railroad. She continued calling the Erb home until 
Mr. Erb was awakened and managed to reach the tele- 
phone, when he yelled “Help.” The operator had the pres- 
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Fig. 127. Comomn Battery Trunk Repeater to Work with 


Line-Switch. 


ence of mind to summon a physician and railroad men, who 
went to the home and rescued the family. The entire fam- 
ily was unconscious when found. Erb was lying on the 
floor in front of the telephone. 


y* 
a4 


What Number, Please? 
A contemporary prints the following laconic report: 
Subscriber—“Is this Trouble?” 
Operator—“Yes this is Trouble.” 
Subscriber—‘Same here! Goodbye.” 
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U. S. Circuit Court Refuses Injunction Against Violation 
of U. S. Telephone Contracts. 


On May 20, Judge Tayler, of the U. S. Circuit Court for 
the Northern District of Ohio, handed down a long opinion 
in the case of the United States Telephone Co. vs. the Cen- 
tral Union Tel. Co. and American Tel. & Tel. Co. 

On presentation of a bill of complaint last fall a tempo- 
rary injunction was granted to restrain the defendants from 
inducing local companies having exclusive contracts with 
the complainant from violating these contracts, by making 
connection with defendants’ lines. Judge Tayler now de- 
cides that the exclusive feature of complainant’s contract 
is void, because tending to create a monopoly, and denies 
a permanent injunction. 

Following is an abstract of his opinion, presenting points 
of chief interest to the layman: 

“The prayer of the bill is fourfold: 

1. To enjoin the defendants from inducing any of the 
Independent telephone companies, having exclusive con- 
tracts with the complainant, from breaking their contracts, 
or from making any connections with defendant’s lines 
which, it is claimed, would be a breach of such contracts. 

2. To enjoin the defendants from continuing the connec- 
tions which have already been made with sixteen local 
Independent telephone companies in Ohio, which have per- 
mitted such connections to be made, and which are giving 
long distance telephone business to the defendants. 

3. To restrain the defendants from violating the Ohio 
statute and the Sherman Anti-Trust Act. 

4. To enjoin them from distributing false and defama- 
tory publications. , 

“The relative insignificance of the subject of the last of 
these prayers is such that it was not to any considerable 
extent discussed in the argument. 

“Three important questions are presented in the discus- 
sion of the rights to which the complainant is entitled under 
the allegations of the bill; 

1. Whether all of the necessary parties 
brought into the case. 

II. Whether, under the allegations of the bill, the com- 
plainant is entitled to relief under the Sherman Anti-Trust 
Act. 

Ill. Whether, if the court has jurisdiction, an injunction 
will lie to prevent the defendants from making connections 
with the lines of local Independent telephone companies 
which have entered into with the complainant the exclu- 


have been 


sive contracts described. 
I. 

“In view of the conclusion to which I have arrived, as to 
the third of these questions, it becomes unnecessary to dis- 
cuss the first as fully as I otherwise would. 

“While the question is not free from doubt, I am of the 
opinion that no such relief as the complainant seeks to 
obtain by this bill can be granted without the presence of 
these local Independent telephone companies. 


IT. 

“In view of the conclusion to which I have come on the 
third proposition discussed, it would be purely academic 
to discuss the second question as to whether the complain- 
ant can evoke against the defendants the provisions of the 
Sherman Anti-Trust Act. 

“Indeed, so far as the allegations of the bill are con- 
cerned, it is the complainant which is proceeding in viola- 
tion of the Sherman Anti-Trust Act. This will appear from 
the discussion of the next proposition. 

IIT. 


as the question of parties is, I 


“Interesting, however, 
prefer to rest my conclusion on the ground that the con- 
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tract between the complainant and the local Independent 
telephone companies is, (1) contrary to common law and 
void; and, (2) in violation of the common law and of the 
statute of Ohio requiring equality and impartiality of serv- 
ice to all persons similarly situated. 

“The United States Company, the complainant, acquires 
by this contract a monopoly of the long distance service 
which the patrons of the local company may obtain or 
possess through the local exchange. 

“Can a long distance company in the State of Ohio ac- 
quire the exclusive right to furnish long distance service to 
the patrons of a local telephone company? Can a local 
telephone company, existing and exercising its rights and 
powers under the law of Ohio, disable itself from giving 
to its patrons competition in long distance service? Can it 
connect its exchange with a long distance company’s line 
and refuse to give the same connection to the line of an- 
other long distance company; or can it, by contract, dis- 
able itself from permitting another long distance connec- 
tion? 

“The chief contention of the defendants is: 

1. That the contract is invalid because it disables the 
local telephone company from the performance of the 
duties which the law lays upon it. 

2. That it is void as against public policy in that it tends 
to create a monopoly. 

“When we come to reason out the effect of the contract, 
it will be quite as convenient to deal with both of the 
grounds of objection above referred to at the same time; 
they are inextricably related to each other. 

The contention of the complainant, against the proposi- 
tion that the contract is invalid because exclusive, is that 
under the charter powers of the local telephone company 
it is not required to furnish a connection with a long dis- 
tance company or to give its patrons long distance service; 
that it is a common carrier within the limits of its own 
exchange and over its own lines, among its own patrons, 
but that, since it is not required by law to extend its service 
beyond its local use, it violates no provision of the statute 
and no rule of law when it gives to a long distance com- 
pany the exclusive right to make long distance connections 
with its exchange; so that, if it disables itself from giving 
its patrons competition in long distance service, it only 
disables itself from doing that which by law it was not 
required to do at all. 

“It is also contended, in this connection, that since the 
local company has the power to consolidate itself with an- 
other company or to lease its property to another corpora- 
tion—in effect, the right to abandon its power to act as a 
corporation—this is a larger power and involves a greater 
annihilation of its power than to give by contract the ex- 
clusive right to a long distance company to furnish long 
distance service and that, since it may do the greater and 
larger thing, it may do the lesser. 

“The fallacy of this particular contention is to be found 
in the fact that the lessee or consolidated company is not, 
by the act of lease or consolidation, disabled to perform 
any of the duties which by law may have rested on the 
lessor or constituent company. There still remains in either 
case—lease or consolidaticn—a company operating the local 
telephone system, and upon it rests, as formerly rested on 
the original constituent local company, the duty which the 
law laid upon it. Whatever may be the temper or the 
policy of the successor company respecting the manner of 
continuing to monopolize the local and long distance busi- 
ness of the community it will not by such lease or consoli- 
dation have parted with its power to give competitive serv- 
ice. Thus it will continue to have power to satisfy the 
legal necessities springing out of the fact that it is a cor- 
poration. 
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“But let us now proceed to the question of the effect to 
be given to this contract, as to being void or valid, by rea- 
son of the fact that in making it the local company dis- 
abled itself for ninety-nine years from making any other 
contract for long distance connection. 

First. 

“Is it true that the local company is not bound by any 
public policy to give long distance service to its patrons? 
Second. 

“If it is not so bound, may it nevertheless bind itself to 
give such connection to only one long distance company, 
and thus to have the right to deny a similar connection to 
another long distance company or disable itself from the 
power of permitting such other connection? 

“First: While this case, according to my view, is to be 
decided by the answer which I give to the second question, 
it seems to me not improper to submit a few observations 
on the first question. 

“It is not contended that the United States Telephone 
Company can connect the subscribers of the local telephone 
company with all of the telephone subscribers over the 
country with whom the local subscriber may wish to com- 
municate. One effect of the connection between the de- 
fendants and the local subscribers is to give to the local 
subscribers direct communication with telephone subscrib- 
ers elsewhere with whom the complainant cannot give con- 
nection. 

“The use of the telephone is familiar but it is perhaps 
well to formulate it here, in order to satisfy the logical 
necessities of this opinion. A telephone subscriber in one 
of the smaller towns in Ohio, served by a local Independ- 
ent telephone company may desire to talk to some person 
in Cleveland, Columbus, Chicago, Kalamazoo, or any small 
town where there is a telephone exchange in any state 
which the telephone reaches. One long distance company 
may reach the subscriber and the other may not. If he can- 
not have a wire connection with the person with whom he 
desires to talk, that is the end of the transaction; he cannot 
talk with him at all. 





“So that, it seems to me not unlikely, in view of the man- 
ner in which the telephone is used, that, when the ques- 
tion squarely arises, it may be declared to be the law that 
when one long distance telephone company presents itself 
to a community in which there is a local telephone exchange 
and proffers to that local company by the simple mechanical 
arrangement necessary, connection with the rest of the 
world which is reached by the proffering long distance com- 
pany, public policy will say that the long distance com- 
pany is to be treated no differently than an individual in the 
community who requests the local company to give him a 
local telephone and the use of the local exchange upon 
terms which entitle him to it. 





“Second. But we have a very different situation where, 
as in this case, a local company, assuming that it cannot 
be compelled to make or permit a connection with a long 
distance company, does in fact permit it. If the local com- 
pany extends the use of its lines to long distance service, 
does it make the long distance service any the less of a 
public character than its local service? Assuming that it 
had a legal right to remain independent of and isolated 
from long distance business, does it not give up that right 
of local independence and isolation when it takes on long 
distance business? And if, in respect to long distance busi- 


ness, it has granted the right of connection to one long 
distance company, can it, either under the common law or 
the statutes of Ohio, deny to another long distance com- 
pany the right and privilege which it has granted to an- 
It seems to me that to put this question is to 


other? 
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answer it. To this effect is Ohio ex rel v. Telephone Com- 
pany, 36 O. S. 296. 

“The courts have had great difficulty in getting away 
from the proposition which I have suggested in the discus- 
sion under the head immediately preceding this, that in 
which we are now involved. They have had difficulty in 
escaping the conclusion that a local company must permit 
connection to be made with other exchanges, whether it 
desires to do so or not. But they have found themselves 
compelled to come to the conclusion that where two com- 
panies have permitted a connection to be made between 
their exchanges, without having fixed by contract any 
period of termination, no disconnection of the systems can 
be permitted except such as arise out of the total retire- 
ment from business by one or the other company. State 
v. Cadwallader, (Ind.), 27 N. E. 644. 

“And coming now to the question of impartiality in the 
exercise of the rights and powers of a common carrier 
telephone company, the situation which arises when a tele- 
phone company had permitted connections to be made with 
other exchanges, and thus has waived its primary right of 
independence, is discussed in the Cadwallader case, supra. 
The court quotes from Allnutt v. Inglis, 12 East 527, the 
following fundamental rule: 

“Where private property is, by the consent of the own- 
ers, invested with a public interest, or privilege, for the 
benefit of the public, the owner can no longer deal with it 
as his private property only but must hold it subject to the 
rights of the public, in the exercise of that public interest 
conferred for their benefit” 

“And also, from Munn vy. Illinois, 94 U. S. 113: 

“*Property does become clothed with a public interest 
when used in a manner to make it of public consequence, 
and affect the community at large. When, therefore, one 
devotes his property to a use in which the public has an 
interest, he, in effect, grants to the public an interest in that 
use, and must submit to be controlled by the public for the 
common good, to the extent of the interest he has thus 
created. He may withdraw his grant by discontinuing the 
use; but, so long as he maintains the use, he must submit 
to the control.’ 

“After discussing the situation in the light of the general 
principles just quoted, the court lays down the rule, as 
shown by the eleventh syllabus, as follows: 

“*Where a physical connection between telephone sys- 
tems owned by different persons is voluntarily made, and 
the public thereby acquires an interest in the continuance 
thereof, the act of the persons in making such connection 
is equivalent to a declaration of a purpose to waive the 
primary right of independence, and it imposes on the prop- 
erty such a public status that it may not be disregarded.’ 

“Following this, the court discusses a question directly 
involved here and comes to the inevitable conclusion which 
the situation there and here demands. On page 652 is the 
following: 

“ Having elected to furnish direct physical connection be- 
tween, and immediate cemmunication to and for, other ex- 
changes and their patrons through his exchange in West 
Lebanon, he cannot exclude a like service to an exchange 
in the same town, for the reason that he is compelled to 
treat all of the same class alike, and there can, it seems to 
us, be no rational ground for excluding one exchange, when 
others are admitted. The act of admitting the connection 
alleged is equivalent to a declaration that all will be admit- 
ted to the connection, on the terms and conditions imposed 
as to one, or more. Appellee has admitted to his exchange 
the exchanges of Ambia, Boswell, Williamsport and Dan- 
ville. Not only the patrons of appellant’s plant, but those 
of appellee, the public at large, have an interest in the mat- 
ter. Appellee could have refused to connect his plant and 
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to furnish direct or immediate service to appellant’s patrons 
and to other exchanges and their patrons, but did not so 
refuse; but he and they opened their exchanges to all appli- 
cants. Could it be insisted, other things being equal, that 
appellee could refuse connections from Ambia and accept 
those from Boswell? We take notice as a matter of science 
that the connection with the other towns and with appellee’s 
patrons is made through a device known as a ‘switch’ in 
West Lebanon, so that the conditions of the connection are 
the same, and in numerous cases it has been held, with ref- 
erence to telegraph lines, that, if service is furnished to one, 
another in the same town or city is entitled to the same 
service, not upon the ground of a primary right, but be- 
cause, having elected to furnish the service to one, the same 
obligation arises in favor of all others like situated.’ 

“The proposition involved in this last quotation is laid 
down in syllabus number sixteen, as follows: 

“*Where an operator of a telephone system furnished con- 
nected immediate service to separate exchanges and their 
patrons, but denied such service to another exchange and 
its patrons of the same class, the operator discriminated 
against the latter in violation of the common law and of the 
statute of Indiana, requiring telephone companies to sup- 
ply applicants impartially. ’ 

“I find myself profoundly impressed with the soundness 
of the conclusion just quoted and, indeed, I can conceive 
of no plausible argument against it. The telephone com- 
pany is a public servant and is a common carrier of news, 
as the Indiana Supreme Court puts it. It cannot enter 
enter into a contract which tends to create a monopoly; 
and it cannot deny to one person the rights and privileges 
which it grants to other persons similarly situated. 

“This contract in question does tend to create a monop- 
oly, in that it refuses to the subscribers to the local com- 
pany any opportunity through the local exchange for com- 
petitive service; and the local company ceases to be a com- 
mon carrier, devoted to a public use, offering the same 
terms, opportunities and privileges to all persons similarly 
situated, in that it undertakes to give to the complainant 
what it denies to the defendant. 

“The position whieh counsel for complainant take comes 
to this when we analyze it: The Bell Telephone Company 
is a wicked monopoly. Some years ago the United States 
Company concluded to fight it. The only way to fight the 
devil with fire. The only way to fight the monopoly 
was to monopolize all unoccupied territory. The way to 
monopolize this wnogeupied territory was to go to a local 
telephone company which had no long distance connection 
and offer to give it such long distance connection, provided 


was 


a perpetual monopoly of it was given in return. 

“This purpose to destroy the Bell monopoly may be ad- 
mitted to be virtuous. The method resorted to was vicious. 
It was a mere repetition and imitation of the methods which, 
when followed by the Bell company, are so bitterly de- 
nounced. The philosophy that the end justifies the means, 
when the end is virtuous and the means vicious, has long 
since been discarded, if it ever had any avowed supporter. 
But even that philosophy cannot apply to a mere business 
undertaking. The purpose to destroy telephone monopoly 
Was not a virtuous purpose; it was a business proposition, 
which incidentally led, we may assume, to a righteous re- 
sult. What becomes of the righteous result when the means 
to accomplish it are the means of unrighteousness? The 
ultimate result of which may be that we discover we have 
exchanged one master for another, or, if not, that we have 
emphasized the strength of the former master. Counsel, of 
course, will not deny that if the Bell company should ac- 
quire control of the complainant, these contracts would be 
just as valid and the shield of our defense would be turned 


into a weapon with which to destroy us. 
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“Are the courts to turn themselves into inquisitors of the 
minds of men and say, ‘Here is a man who wants to do the 
world some good. The ultimate result promises to be bene- 
ficial, but, in order to accomplish it, he must monopolize 
the business of some community and must violate the law. 
May he do so? These questions were long ago answered, 
yet they come up again and again. 

“The sum of it all is that it does no good to destroy one 
monopoly by creating another. Monopolies all look alike 
to the law. When they use their power unlawfully, it is 
for the law to take suitable steps to punish the offender and 
prevent recurrence of the offense. 

“Take the concrete case before us. A small community 
has established a local telephone service; it wants long dis- 
tance service; it contracts with a long distance company 
that, if it will connect with the local company’s line, it will 
not for ninety-nine years permit any other long distance 
company to make any such connection. There is no physi- 
cal difficulty which interferes with more than one connec- 
tion. The community, unless it starts a new exchange, for 
which it has no local use, is denied the right both to have 
competition and to have telephone connections with places 
and persons not connected with the lines of the long dis- 
tance company. This is, as I view it, against public policy, 
because it both tends to create a monopoly and denies to 
persons similarly situated the same privileges accorded to 
others. 

“The situation would, I suspect, appear less complicated 
if the conditions were reversed and the attack was being 
made on a similar contract made by the Bell company. 

“It follows that the complainant is not entitled to an in- 
junction and an order may be made accordingly.” 

TELEPHONY’S correspondent at Cleveland discusses the 
case as follows: 

Leaders in the Independent movement believe that the 
opinion rendered by Judge Tayler will unify their interests 
more than anything else that has occurred in years. They 
feel that the Independent companies will realize that they 
are on open ground now, and that they will come to depend 
more and more upon each other and upen the United States 
Telephone Company than ever hefore. While the decision 
opens up an avenue for fierce strife and possibly war on 
long-distance rates, there seems to be enough loyalty be- 
hind a strong business enterprise to find a way to protect 
the interests of all the Independents against the inroads of 
the Bell people.. In other words, competition will be rife, 
but it will be with the full force and strength of the Inde- 
pendents on one side and the Bell people on the other. The 
dividing line will be more clearly marked than it has ever 
been in the past. 

What has resulted in something of a disappointment to 
the Independent companies will probably prove a boomer- 
ang to their competitors, as under the opinion of Judge 
Tayler the whole country will be free territory now. The 
opinion is not one-sided, but applies to Independent and 
Bell interests alike. If the Bell people are allowed to con- 
with the Independent companies at will, the 
United States Telephone Company has the same rights and 
privileges in respect to the properties of the Central Union 
Telephone Company and the sub-licensee companies. Not 
only will this company be in a position to negotiate with 
the local companies of its competitor, but to demand that 
it be given connections on the same terms and with the 
same rights as the American Telephone & Telegraph Com- 
pany. It is a two-edged knife, as it were, and will cut both 
ways. The question is as to whether the Bell people will 
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desire to push its rights under the opinion, now that it has 
them. 
From different sections of the state reports have come 
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that the Bell people would soon have a large staff of men 
at work with the Independent companies, making arrange- 
ments to connect up their long-distance lines, but so far no 
actual results have become visible. It is believed that they 
will call a halt long enough to see what effect the broad 
opinion rendered by the court will have generally. 

At a meeting of the directors of the United States Tele- 
phone Company, representatives of the Ohio Independent 
Telephone Association and officials of a number of local 
Independent companies, held Saturday, May 22, it was de- 
cided to bring suits against all companies that violate their 
contracts with the United States Telephone Company in the 
state courts. This course is taken because of the opinion 
of Judge Tayler that the United States District Court does 
not have jurisdiction in the matter of contracts with the 
local companies because they were not made parties to the 
suit. Already two out of three cases of this' kind have 
been decided in favor of the Independents by the state 
courts. Suits will be filed in the counties where the con- 
tracts are violated. 

Leading Independent telephone men feel that few of the 
local companies will seek to break their contracts with the 
United States Telephone, as their officers are loyal to the 
Independent cause and nothing can be gained by attempting 
to take advantage of Judge Tayler’s decision on the point 
of all companies having a right to connection with local 
companies, if any one is given that privilege. This idea 
presents a peculiar situation, as mentioned above, and it 
will be interesting to see what course the companies will 
take regarding the matter of going after each other’s busi- 
ness. 

Mr. Joseph B. Ware, active secretary of the International 
Independent Telephone Association, makes the following 
comment on Judge Tayler’s opinion: 

“Judge Tayler fails to grasp the first great principle in 
the telephone struggle and business, that, excepting the 
Independent companies are connected together into one 
system there can be no competition in the telephone busi- 
ness. In other words, without such a system of connections 
the Bell would have, to all practical purposes, a monopoly, 
by reason of its being able exclusively to give connections 
telephonically to various points more or less distant from 
each other. 

“The second point which the judge seems to fail to grasp 
is, that there is no competition where long-distance lines 
are connected into one exchange—where one operator can 
put messages over all lines. The benefits to the public 
which come from competition—being competitive rates and 
competitive quality of service—can only be obtained suc- 
cessfully by having competitive systems, rather than vari- 
ously owned local lines into each exchange, with one long 
distance company—the Bell. He overlooks the fact that 
the Bell company has, or had, a competing local exchange 
in each of the towns where connection was made with a 
local company having contract relations with the U. S. Tel- 
ephone Co., and that, co-incident with the connection of the 
Bell toll lines to the local Independent exchange, local com- 
petition was eliminated. 

“That these two points are not seen by the judge is in- 
dicated by the early part of his opinion, while in the final 
part it is clearly shown that the judge does not realize or 
understand that, excepting for the joining together of In- 
dependent companies into one physical system, the old Bell 
monopoly would become re-established, and that therefore 
the only possibility of long distance competition is through 
the Independent companies having a toll system with ex- 
change connections separate from the Bell lines and sys- 
tem. 

“It apparently has not occurred to the judge that the 
deduction from the above is as a matter of fact true, that 
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the permitting or forcing of both Bell and Independent 
long distance or toll lines upon the same exchanges is the 
elimination of competition. 

“It seems to me that the above briefly outlines the judge’s 
position and makes clear the weakness of his opinion.” 





A. T. & T. Loses $6,000,000 to Western Union. 

The Boston Transcript last week published the following 
advance report of the famous suit of the Western Union 
Telegraph Company against the Bell interests: 

After more than five years’ work as master to take ac- 
count, Everett W. Burdett has prepared a draft report on 
the Western Union-American Telephone suit. This report 
is now in the hands of the counsel and as soon as they have 
made their suggestions upon it and these have been consid- 
ered by the master, the full report will be submitted to the 
Circuit Court of the United States, District of Massachu- 
setts. 

In general it may be said that the action, which has been 
pending in the courts for nearly thirty years, has resulted 
most favorably for the Western Union, which probably will 
profit by several millions. The exact figures are not known 
even to the master, as there are many items which have not 
been totalled and the cross charges have not been 
reckoned. The Western Union sought between $10,- 
000,000 and $12,000,000, and while it has been generally vic- 
torious still there have been large reductions in the amounts 
to be allowed under the claim. Some large claims of im- 
portant sub-companies have been stricken out entirely and 
there is at least one item of interest, said to be about $200,- 
000, which has not gone into the reckoning. 

The suit has been fought through the highest courts of 
the United States. By it the Western Union Telegraph 
Company has at last won its case against the American 
Telephone & Telegraph Company. There is a rough esti- 
mate of damages of $6,000,000. An appraisal of the stocks 
for which the suit was brought will shortly be filed before 
the court. It only remained for the value of the stocks in 
litigation to be determined. 

The parties to the suit are the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, the American Speaking Telephone Company, the 
Gold and Stock Telegraph Company and the Harmonic Tel- 
egraph Company, all corporations under the laws of New 
York, as plaintiffs, and the American Telephone & Tele- 
graph Company, successor to the American Bell Telephone 
Company, as defendant. 

The suit was brought to require the defendant to account 
for shares of stock which it is alleged by the plaintiffs were 
within the covenant by the defendant to account for 20 per 
cent of all rentals or royalties received from licenses or 
leasers for speaking telephones, upon the ground that these 
stocks were received as rentals for such licenses. 

The contract was entered into by these parties in 1879 
and the bill was filed in 1893. In 1886 an agreement was 
filed that the case be referred to Hon. John Lowell as mas- 
ter. In 1891 the master found that the plaintiffs were not 
entitled to an accounting from the defendant as asked for. 
In November, 1897, the plaintiffs filed exceptions to the 
master’s report. In 1899 the exceptions were heard. In 
1901 the exceptions were overruled and a decree was en- 
tered confirming the master’s report and dismissing the 
plaintiff’s bill, and from this decree the plaintiffs appealed 
to the Circuit Court of Appeals. 

In 1903 the Circuit Court of Appeals filed an opinion re- 
versing the decision of the Circuit Court and remanded the 
case to that court to enter a decree for the plaintiffs for an 
accounting and for further proceedings in accordance with 
the opinion of the Circuit of Appeals. 

In 1904 the decree to account was entered in the Circuit 
Court and the present master, Mr. Burdett, was appointed 
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to take the account. Hearings before him began in March, 
1904, and by June, 1905, the plaintiffs, the Western Union 
Company, et al., had proved from the books and by the offi- 
cers of the defendant that the telephone company had re- 
ceived up to Nov. 1, 1904, stocks to the par value of $17,735,- 
364 for licenses to rent and use telephones and had received 
as dividends $13,692,114, and that the interest on such divi- 
dends amounted to $7,340,726, making at the par value of 
the stocks $38,768,205, and had also received for licenses to 
usé and rent telephones $167,790 in cash and-as interest 
thereon $129,008, making in all $39,065,003, for 20 per cent 
of which it was accountable to the plaintiffs if the stocks 
were to be taken at their par value. 

The master has determined the amount for which the 
American Telephone Company is liable and it is said that 
it is more than $6,000,000. His report will be filed with the 
court in a short time. 

There have been some famous counsel connected with 
this case. Among those acting for the telephone company 
were William G. Russell, Mr. Storrow, E. R. Hoar and 
Hon. Richard Olney. Except Mr. Olney these have all died 
and the case for the telephone company is now in charge 
of John C. Grey, R. W. Boyden and Mr. Fish. J. H. Ben- 
ton, Jr., has represented the Western Union since the suit 
was filed in 1883. 





The Missouri Convention. 

(Concluded from page 619.) 
creasing until today we have a 300 drop board, 171 drops at 
work and 29 country lines. The Bell company has in Mount 
Vernon 38 telephones. In Stotts City, we have about 15 coun- 
try lines; the Bell company has three telephones and two or 
three country lines.” 

Regarding cost, he said: “We ran along two or three years 
at $3.00 per year and finally raised our rate. In the record 
of August 11, 1900, it was ordered at the meeting that’ the 
company should charge 10 cents a message for outsiders. We 
have about 750 stockholders and about 375 renters, and our 
rates have been raised to $5.00 per year for each man who 
has a mile of line and keeps it up. We have two kinds of 
stockholders; one is the man who builds a line and agrees to 
keep it up, and the other is the one who pays cash. Our 
residence rates are 60 cents a month, each man furnishing 
his own telephone. A business renter pays us $1.000 a month, 
furnishing his own telephone. We have so far managed to 
meet our bills. We are now about $2,000 in debt but that is 
less than it was two years ago. We had accumulated a debt 
somewhat larger than that by running at $3.00 a year. We 
are running that debt off now.” 

Mr. Stanley S. Lichty, Editor of the Western Telephone 
Journal, made an informal talk, in which he urged telephone 
men to co-operate freely with publishers by presenting their 
ideas on subjects of interest, in order to hasten the general 
development of the telephone business of the country. 

The Thursday afternoon session opened with a valuable 
paper by Mr. F. S. Lyman, of St. Louis. His discussion of 
Maintenance will appear in a future number of TELEPHONY. 

In his “Field Notes” Mr. W. R. Barkdull presented a 
of recent valuable work accomplished by the asso- 
ciation of which he has been the efficient traveling secre- 
tary. He said: 

“It has been the aim of the State Association during the 
past two years to visit personally every exchange in the state, 
to see its construction and its switchboard; try its service, 
use its telephones, talk with its patrons; meet its manager, 
get a record of its rates and number of subscribers. This has 
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not been fully accomplished but it has been helpful to many 
exchanges in offering suggestions, talking with stockholders, 
meeting members of councils, giving testimony as to condi- 
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tions in other exchanges; helping on the manner of collec- 
tions, form of contracts, and dealing with the biggest prob- 
lem that has yet confronted him—the farmer question. 

“The State Association has helped the telephone man make 
himself right in the eyes of the state and the tax inquisitor. 
It has compiled comparative statistics so he can tell what 
others are doing and how he can better his own plant. It 
has been an educational bureau, enlightening and informing 
the telephone man as to methods, facts and policies; has given 
results of experiments, solutions of problems, tests of ap- 
paratus, adoption of certain reports, the compiling of new 
forms, and suggesting new and systematic arrangement of 
bookkeeping and collecting accounts. 

“The State Association has also made new maps of each 
district, showing thereon the exchanges and toll lines, giving 
a routing for messages and the points necessary to be cov- 
ered by new construction and commercial toll lines. These 
maps have resulted in new companies being formed for the 
construction of new toll lines, and there are a number of 
places where new exchanges have also been built, as the re- 
sult of these maps being presented, showing the conditions 
and future possibilities. 

“The Committee on forms and bookkeeping appointed at 
the last convention now has what it considers as simple 
and comprehensive a set of forms as can be used as a sys- 
tematic standard, by all telephone companies. This question 
of bookkeeping is an important one. Can a company tell at 
any time or at the end of every month just where they stand? 
How much money it is making, or whether it is on the 
losing side or not? The keeping of a plant account and of 
setting aside a fund for depreciation, should all be considered 
in this subject. This finding out the leaks and the mending 
and correcting them is a large part of the bookkeeping de- 
partment, and this should be kept by all companies whether 
large or small. 

“The toll line proposition is one of vital interest before 
Missouri telephone men, and it is one on which success in 
the future depends. It is one the State Association has urged 
upon the local telephone men, and one in which all should be 
more largely interested. It has been demonstrated in Mis- 
souri that a successful and profitable Independent plant can 
be operated without toll lines, but it is also clearly demon- 
strated that these same plants would be far more profitable 
were they connected by strong Independent toll lines. The 
toll line propositon has come to stay, and the sooner all In- 
dependent men recognize it and connect with it, the better 
and more successful will their plants become. But they should 
be Independent toll lines. Every dollar that goes into the 
Bell toll lines or for that matter, into their manufacturing 
company, adds just that much more fuel with which to heat 
the flame, that they in turn will use to burn other Independent 
men and companies. Independent men should be strictly In- 
dependent, and should always be loyal to their party’s cause.” 

The session closed with the reports of committees and elec- 
tion of officers. The committee on constitution and by-laws 
recommended a new plan of districting, which was adopted. 
Mr. Golladay, at this time, received as a testimonial of the 
respect and esteem of the Association which he has served 
so ably and faithfully as president, a handsome bouquet of 
roses and pinks, presented amid hearty applause. 

Dr. S. T. Neill, of Clinton, was elected president for the 
coming year. His ability and popularity made the choice 
commendable from every point of view, and it is generally 
predicted that his administration will see an enlargement of 
the work of the organization which will make Missouri a 
strong candidate for national leadership in the size and pros- 
perity of its Independent telephone business. His work will 
be ably supported by Mr. H. C. Todd, of Maryville, the newly 
elected secretary, and by Messrs. C. J. Myers, W. H. Bassett, 








May.29, 1909 


and A. F. Adams, who round out an executive committee who 
can be depended upon to keep things moving. 

Mr. Schweer fulfilled his reputation, built up by years of 
good work for the Association, as a man who does things 
and does them right, by a talk which will be long remembered 
by everyone who heard it. The fitting tribute paid to his 
services by Mr. Golladay was seconded by the convention in 
a hearty expression of esteem. 

The final business of the convention was the adoption of a 
resolution to employ, with the Kansas Association, a man to 
aid in development of the Independent business of these 
states. The job is a big one, carrying large responsibilities— 
with a commensurate salarv—and although no man has yet 
been selected to fill it, the operating companies are eager to 
see him get to work. 

The enthusiasm in which the convention closed found its 
final expression at a banquet where the good fellowship of 
Missouri telephone men was as much in evidence as had been 
their ability to “talk telephone” during the regular convention 
sessions. 

The principal speaker of the evening was Mr. R. T. Ingra- 
ham, of Kansas City, who a few years ago conducted the 
famous case which exposed the monopolistic practices of the 
local Bell company, and which led to the overthrow of its 
monopoly at Kansas City. Nelson J. Roth, of Chicago, set 
up a roar of laughter which testified to the efficiency of his 
transmitter. Other speakers were Mayor Shackleford, of 
Clinton; Representative Holcomb, who told about the physical 
connection bill, which at first looked so good to the Missouri 
legislators, and how quickly they “killed” it when they came 
to believe it would mean the elimination of competition; Wm. 
D. Reynolds, of Pattonsburg, who told his opinion of “Mu- 
tuals’; and Franklin H. Reed, Editor of TELEPHONY. Dr. 
Neill, by the brevity of his genial introductions, gave evi- 
dence of a tendency toward a “business administration” in his 
first duties as toastmaster, following his election to the presi- 
dency. 





LETTERS ON PRACTICAL SUBJECTS 


Farmers Fooled by Vendors of Cheap Telephones. 

I am called on frequently to repair farmers’ telephones, 
owned by their users. Once I was sent for to repair a tele- 
phone that, as I was told, “would not talk for grown people, 
but would for children about 4 ft. 6 in. tall.” Its owner had 
just put in new batteries. All that was wrong with this 
man’s telephone was that it did not have enough carbon in 
the transmitter. A lot of farmers’ telephones in this part 
of the country were bought from mail order houses, and 
they are put up cheaply, having 4-bar generators with 2000- 
ohm ringers. The receiver shells and caps will not stay on. 
One of the receivers I saw looked as if the shell had got 
soft, as I could see where it had been pressed in by the 
hand. One receiver had a little sack tied on it to keep the 
cap on. This sack had a hole cut in it so the user might 
hear better. These people told me their telephones are 
guaranteed not to get burned out by lightning for 5 years, 
but there is no protection for the telephone. I put a fuse 
block and fuse on some of them, and told the farmers that 
would save the telephones, but that there was no protector 
with it as they had bought it. So much for cheap tele- 
phones. 

Kurten, Texas. 





Charles Claydon. 





An Intermittent Ground. 
Some farmers built a grounded, bridging line which 
worked well for a time, then one telephone seemed to 
have spells of going out of business. At times it would be 


absolutely “dead,” then all at once it would start up all 
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right. They wrote to me, and I told them to look for a 
loose connection somewhere between the main line and 
the ground. They went over it and soldered every joint, 
but the trouble would come and go just the same. After 
a while I visited the place, and found conditions just as 
they had described. While listening to a conversation over 
the line I would be cut off every few seconds. Soon I 
noticed some one with a wooden pail catching water under 
the faucet, which was left running all the time. When the 
wooden bucket was under the stream of water the tele- 
phone was cut out, but as soon as the bucket was taken 
away the telephone would work all right again. 

On inspection of the ground I found that the sink pipe 
to which the ground wire had been soldered did not reach 
to the damp ground, but terminated in a wooden box, which 
in a dry time did not make a ground connection. When 
the running water came in contact with the iron sink the 
telephone was grounded, through the stream, to the water 
pipe. I soldered the ground wire to the water pipe, and 
the trouble ceased. 


Manchester, N. H. A. A. Jenkins. 





Telephone men are invited to send to the editors, for publica- 
tion in this column, requests for information on all subjects of 
practical val. e in exchange operation. If possible, so word ques- 
tions as to bring out definite information on each feature of the 
proposition. 

All readers are invited to forward to the editors, for publica- 
tion in this section as complete accounts as possible of their own 
experiences bearing upon the questions asked. 

Names will be withheld if requested. 


QUESTIONS FOR THE FIELD 


Farmers Pay Rental Six Months in Advance. 

I am enclosing a copy of our farmer’s line contract in 
answer to the recent inquiry about methods of handling 
farmers’ business. We have a farmer sign a contract like the 
one shown herewith, for a term of one year, and he pays us 
for six months’ service in advance. This plan seems to 
take very well with the farmers, as it is very unsatisfactory 


CONTRACT F TELEPHONE SER VICE. 


In consideration of the payment of eae deinaennese The Central Teleohone Company, of Greeley. 
Neb., hereby agrees with the maser of this contract to furnish him atelephone at his residence on 4X +. 8... 
quarter of Section/@ Township.@«.Range...A %....... county, Nebraska, for. A kestrom the time the tele- 


phone shal! be installed, providing that the maker shall comply with the rules of the company. 
if the maker of the above contract is a tenant and does not continue to reside on Lhe premises described herein 


for a longer period than/YA.and @ satisfactory arrangement cannot be made with the incoming tenant or owner t? 
keep and pay for said telephone for the unexpired term of Z as above set out, and all money due the 
company shall have been paid, and it does not elect to install a telephone in whe future residence of the maker of the 
above contract for the unexpired term ot. Jeter .., all unearned money shall be returned. 7 
Jt being expressly understood that said company may discontinue to render telephone service of: Sn 0h ot 
any vic’ .tion of the rules of the company providing said company return all unearned money 
Dated at Greeley, Neb. this /$*day of GA 190-7 


Central Telephone Company EE iil. pbeesuarenss 


to them, as well as to the company, to have payments come 
due every month. 
We operate an exchange of 400 rural telephones. All our 
lines and telephones are owned and maintained by us. 
Greely, Neb. L. T. Halloway, Manager, 
Central Telephone Company. 








Telephone Supplants Telegraph on Division of Big Four 
Railroad. 

The telephone instrument has supplanted the telegraph 
in the dispatching trains on the Big Four railroad between 
Indianapolis and Cincinnati—the use of the telephone hav- 
ing been started May 21. The Big. Four is the first road 
running out of Indianapolis to try the telephone despatch- 
ing system and the results so far are most gratifying. The 
Indianapolis-Chicago division will next receive attention, 
it is said. 








The Telephone in the Courts 


Conducted by A. H. McMillan 


Use of Line on Railroad Right of Way. 

With further reference to our questions answered in your issue 
of April 10th: 

Now the railroad company makes a demand on us for a tele- 
phone station that in our opinion would be of no commercial value 
to us, and from the tone of their letter we would infer that they 
intend forcing us, or attempting to repossess the line; the latter 
we could not afford, inasmuch as we have spent many times the 
original cost in improvements und betterments. In response to 
their application I mailed them a toll or pay station contract, 
which they returned stating that it was for railroad purposes and 
that under our contract we were bound to furnish this service 
whether of commercial value to us or noi. 

For your information I am enclosing herewith copies of some 
correspondence on the subject together with the contract. 

Will thank you for your opinion on the following questions: 

1. In the event they should repossess the line under the con- 
ditions set out in the contract, would they not be liable to us 
for the improvements less a reasonable amount for deterioration? 

2. Can they compel us under this contract to establish a tele- 
phone station for their business when in our opinion it would 
be unremunerative so far as we are concerned? 

8. Could they compel us to maintain a station already estab- 
lished when it was unprofitable to us, if we desired to discon- 
tinue it? 

4. Could they on the ground of mutual interest or benefit force 
us to put in a station wherever they desired? 

5. One clause of our contract reads: ‘‘The railroad company 
reserves the right of free use of any telegraph or telephone line 
operated along the right of way,’’ etc. Under this provision is 
it your opinion that they would have the right to furnish their 
own telephone and attach to our line without our permission or 
consent, or, does the free use apply only from such stations as 
the telephone company maintains or sees fit to maintain along 
its right of way? 

1. | do not believe that the railroad company would have 
the right under the contract to repossess the line, because 
you refuse to establish a telephone station at their demand. 
The contract between you contemplates the maintenance of 
the line as established at the date of making it, and if your 
company fails to maintain and operate it as then in exist- 
ence, they could undoubtedly repossess the line under the 
conditions set forth in the contract. But for failure to 
establish a new telephone station, we do not believe they 
can legally take possession of the line. If they did, we 
think they would be liable for improvements, less a reason- 
able amount for deterioration. 

2. The answer to your first question answers your sec- 
ond. We do not believe they can require you under the 
contract to establish a new telephone station under any 
circumstances. 

3. We think they could compel you to maintain a sta- 
established at the time of the execution of the con- 
tract, even though it was unprofitable to you. 

4. There is nothing in the contract upon which to base 
any claim that they could require you to establish a sta- 
tion on the ground of mutual interest or benefit. 

5. We do not believe that the provision you quote would 
justify them under the contract in attaching their own tele- 
phone to your line without your permission. We think the 
free use applies only to such stations as were established 
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at the time of the agreement or such as the telephone 
company itself subsequently establishes. 





Authority to Erect Poles Gives Right to Use Suitable Ap- 
pliances for Their Erection. 

A suit was brought against the Maine Telephone and 
Telegraph Company to recover injuries sustained because 
of an alleged obstruction consisting of a large reel contain- 
ing new bright telephone cable placed by the company in 
the village street. The plaintiff's horse became frightened 
at the reel and cable, ran away, and the plaintiff was thrown 
out and injured. The jury brought in a verdict for the 


plaintiff, but the Supreme Court of Maine granted a new 


trial to the telephone company. The company had acquired 
from the proper authority the right to erect and maintain in 
the streets of the village “telephone poles and wires to be 
placed thereon, together with such supporting and strength- 
ening fixtures and wires as the company might deem requis- 
ite.” The court held that the company, having the right 
to erect and maintain its poles and wires in the street, had 
the concomitant right to use suitable appliances for the 
purpose and in reasonably needful places. The court held 
that such an appliance as this was not shown to be an un- 
suitable appliance nor not in a needful place, and so was not 
a nuisance, though placed where it was likely to frighten 
well broken horses carefully driven. The court said that 
owners and drivers of horses have no monopoly of the 
public streets and must accustom their horses to the appear- 
ance, at least, of such inert objects as are lawfully therein. 
Simonds vs. Maine Telephone and Telegraph Company, 72 
Atl., 175. 


——> 





The Protection of Telephone Users. 
The legislature of Ohio has passed an act to protect 
users of telephones. It was approved March 15, 1909, by 


the governor. It is as follows: 

“Section 1. Any person connected with a telephone company, 
incorporated or unincorporated, operating a telephone line, or en- 
gaged in the business of transmitting to, from, through or in 
this state, telephone messages, in any capacity, who wilfully di- 
vulges a private conversation between persons communicating over 
the wires of such company, or who wilfully delays the transmis- 
sion of any telephonic message or communication, with intent to 
injure, deceive or defraud the sender or receiver thereof or any 
other person, or any such telephone company, or to benefit him- 
self or any other person, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and on conviction fined not less than $100 nor more than $1,000, 
and be imprisoned in the county jail not less than 30 days nor 
more than three months. 





Liability of Husband for Wife’s Telephone Bills. 

At Red Bank, N. J., Harry P. Chandler sued Charles P. 
Currie to recover about $60 for telephone bills contracted 
by Currie’s wife who used the private telephone in Chand- 
ler’s house for her personal convenience, and got judgment 
in a justice’s court. 

An appeal was taken on the ground that under the New 
Jersey law, a husband is not responsible for his wife’s 
private telephone bills. The court reversed the judgment 
obtained by Chandler. 





Fellow Servants in Stringing a Telephone Wire. 

Where linemen were engaged in tying telephone wires on 
poles, and other workmen pulling the wire along and 
stretching it as it was fastened, all of them were held to be 
fellow servants of one of the linemen who was injured, 
whether they were engaged in tying the wire or stretching 
it. Such was the holding of the court of appeals of Ken- 
tucky in a case involving an injury to one of the linemen. 
A question in the case was whether or not a bracket was 
placed too close to the top of the pole and whether the 
company knew or ought to have known of that fact. The 
company insisted that the man who had previously nailed 
the bracket on the pole was a fellow servant of the lineman 
who was injured, and contended that it was not liable be- 
cause of this previous negligence of the plaintiff’s fellow 
servant, but this contention was overruled by the court, 
which held that the duty of the company to furnish the 
employe a reasonably safe place to work, could not be dele- 
gated to another employe. Eastern Kentucky Home Tele- 
phone Co. vs. Mellon, 116 S. W., 709. 
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Guard Between Wires. 

A lineman employed by the Central New York Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Company was killed by a current of 
electricity while stringing wires from pole to pole in the 
construction of a_ telephone line. The telephone line 
crossed above the trolley of an electric railroad, which 
wire carried a strong current of electricity. The deceased 
was at work at the top of one of the telephone poles of 
the defendant, and in the performance of his duties had 
hold of two of the telephone wires which were being 
strung from the poles, when in some manner one of these 
wires sagged until it came in contact with, or in close 
proximity to the high potential trolley wires, so that the 
current from these latter wires entered the telephone wire 
where the lineman was holding, and thereby caused his 
death. The telephone wires, where they crossed the trol- 
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ley wires, were insulated, but the insulation insuffi- 
cient to prevent the electric current from entering them. 
The company appealed from a judgment for the plaintiff, 
and the Supreme Court of New York reversed the judg- 
ment. 

One of the grounds of alleged negligence on the part of 
the company, was, the failure to construct a guard, or pro- 
tection, or “cradle,” so-called, between the two sets. of 
wires. The court held that it was error to submit this 
question to the jury, because there was no evidence that 
such method was feasible or practicable. Said the court: 
“It is inexplicable why the construction of such a protec- 
tion or cradle would not be accompanied with precisely 
the same dangers as the stringing of an insulated wire 
above the trolley line. Conklin Central New York 
Telephone & Telegraph Company, 114 N. Y. S., 190. 


was 


vs. 


Practical Questions and Answers 


Generator Noise. 

We have a 200-line magneto switchboard and the generator got 
so that it would make the buzzer sound when it was turned, and 
also throw the No. 5 ring-off drop when it did not have any of the 
lines connected together. 

Examine the ringing springs on the key of cord No. 5, 
and you will doubtless find them touching the line springs 
all the time, thereby letting generator current go through 
the clearing-out drop. The buzzer, being in series with the 


generator, will make a noise. 





Phantom on Line with Push Button Telephone. 


We enclose herewith a rough sketch of our switchboard drop 
and jack circuit, the generator and push-button circuit of our 
telephones, and another sheet showing a couple of our party lines 
that we wish to phantom. Can we phantom these two lines and 
still use the push-button for calling ‘‘central’’ on one side of the 
circuit to the ground? If so, will you kindly explain how? 

If it is impossible for us to use the push-button on the physical 
circuits and we should change these to ring straight metallic, 
could we use the push-button on the phantom? There will be no 
telephones on either circuit between the coils. 


The arrangement which you show in Figs. 1 and 2 is 
theoretically operative if you change the generators at the 
circuits 1 and 2 to ring the office metallic 
grounded, and likewise change the _ office 
drops to metallic. The grounded generator and office drop 
for selectively signaling the office will be operative on 
circuit No. 3. In practice, you will experience some diffi- 
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tively on all three circuits, and the installation in any case 
would probably be experimental. 

We have shown in Fig. 3 an arrangement which will 
accomplish the same result as Fig. 2 and possesses the 
advantage of greater efficiency in ringing. 





























Fig. 2. 


In Fig. 3 bridged impedance coils are substituted for the 
repeating coils in Fig. 2. There must be no grounds on 
circuits 1 and 2 at any point, or there will be interference, 
but the bridged impedances will pass the ringing current 
much more efficiently than the repeating coils. The ar- 
rangement in Fig. 3 will also give better facilities for test- 
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Fig. 1. 


culty in ringing through two repeating coils with hand 
generators; particularly if the circuits are long and heavily 
loaded with stations. There is no plan, without the use 
of complicated selective ringing systems, which we can 
recommend that will enable you to signal the office selec- 


Fig. 3. 


ing circuits 1 and 2 beyond the phantomed portion. If the 
circuits 1 and 2 are of considerable length beyond the 
phantomed section, we would not advise the method shown 
in Fig. 3, because of possible cross-talk difficulties and the 
shunting of transmission on circuit No. 2. 








Telephone News 


INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE CONVENTIONS 
Mississippi, Jackson, June 11, 12. 


Suit to Prevent Merger of Columbus, Ga., Automatic Tele- 
phone Company with Bell. 

On May 20, George B. Young, a minority stockholder 
of the Columbus, Ga., Automatic Telephone Company, 
brought suit for an injunction to prevent it from selling 
its physical assets to the Southern Bell Telephone & Tele- 
graph Company, as had been planned. 





Monopolistic Telephone Agreement Blocked: 

The board of public works at Elkhart by a vote of two 
to one refused to grant a change in the franchise of the 
Home Telephone Company, permitting an increase in the 
rate for business houses to $3 a month; and this may block 
the plan tentatively agreed to by the Central Union Tele- 
phone Company to turn over to the Home company all 
local business in exchange for such long-distance business 
as the Independents are unable to handle. The present rate 
is $2.50, and the company’s petition for a change to $3 bore 
the names of forty business and industrial firms. It is 
understood the taking over of the Central Union’s local 
business by the Home company was conditioned on secur- 
ing the advance in rates. 





New Company to Develop Independent Business in Mis- 
sissippi. 

Reports from Jackson, Miss., dated May 20, announce 
that the Mississippi Home Telephone Company has been 
granted its charter, and the organization of the company 
perfected. The officers are: 

President, George C. Graeber, Shamokin, Pa.; vice-presi- 
dent, W. D. McRaven, Jackson; secretary and treasurer, 
W. M. Helfenstein, Shamokin, Pa. 

Hon. C. M. Williamson, of Jackson, was elected a mem- 
ber of the board of directors. 

A large number of local capitalists are among the stock- 
holders of the new company, having Eastern capitalists as 
associates, and they will begin business under the most 
promising conditions. 

A franchise was granted for this company about two 
years ago, but owing to the financial condition of the coun- 
try the construction of the plant has been delayed. The 
plant is now assured, right of way for long distance lines 
to both Meridian and Hattiesburg has been secured and 
work will be pushed on both the toll lines and Jackson plant 
at the same time. 

The success of this company, so far, is due very largely 
to the persistent work of Mr. N. D. Smith. He secured 
the adoption of the franchise at the hands of the city coun- 
cil in spite of strong opposition and has worked up a senti- 
ment that could not be downed; has inspired local capital 
with confidence in the undertaking, and has interested them 
to the extent that they have been liberal in their subscrip- 
tions to the capital stock. 





Progress of the Independent Exchange at Fairfield, Iowa. 

The Jéfferson County Independent Telephone Company of 
Fairfield, Iowa, is reported to be in a very flourishing condi- 
tion. The company recently installed a new and modern 
switchboard which has greatly increased its facilities of serv- 
ing the public besides making the service quicker and better 
in every way. Many additions and improvements are still 
to be made to the system, including the installation of about 
6,000 feet of cable in the city, and the extension of a number 
of rural lines into territory still undeveloped. A deal was 


recently closed whereby the Prairie Chapel line of eighteen 
parties near Perlee, became the property of the Jefferson 
County Company, and twenty-five new farm lines have been 
connected since the first of the year. A line is to be extended 
to Salina and also one to Libertyville. 

Owing to the large sums of money expended in the instal- 
lation of the new switchboard the stockholders desired that 
no dividend be paid, but that the earnings be devoted to the 
purchase of new equipment. The company is now twelve 
years old and has 1,325 telephones. 

The officers were all re-elected and are: J. C. Thorne, pres- 
ident; E. Hunt, vice-president; Frank Light, secretary and 
treasurer; Floyd H. McQuiston, manager. The directors are 
J. C. Thorne, Frank Light, R. C. Sayers, E. A. Howard, V. 
A. Lamson and E. Hunt. * 


$150,000 Columbus Citizens Preferred Stock Offered. 


Notices have been sent out by the Columbus Citizens Tele- 
phone Company, of Columbus, O., to its stockholders, offering 
$150,000 of the 6 per cent preferred stock of the company, 
the sale of which has been authorized by the board of di- 
rectors. Subscriptions for the stock will close June 1 and 
the stock will be allotted pro rata to holders of record May 
25. One share of the new stock will be allotted to everyone 
holding five or less shares of the present issue on May 25. 
The proceeds from the sale of stock will be used to make 
the extensions and improvements recently outlined by the 
board. The extensions consist of a number of new branch 
exchanges in various parts of the city to take care of the 
hundreds of applications in the Northern and Eastern parts 
of the city. 








Chicago Council Committee Hearing Proposition for Sale 


of Illinois Tunnel Telephone Franchise. 

Interesting accounts of the movement to dispose of the 
telephone property and franchise rights of the Illinois Tun- 
nel Company appeared in Chicago papers of last week. 
The Tribune prints the report of the hearing before the 
committee under the following heads: 

“Aldermen Jolt Phone Ordinance—Committee Finds 
Change Gives Chicago Company Sole Claim on Tunnel 
Rights—Move to Hold Up Deal.—Suggestions Made that 
Independents Should Have Chance and City Share Profit.” 

The report states that: 

“In a critical discussion before the council committee on 
gas, oil, and electric light the ordinance desired by the 
tunnel company to permit the transfer was jolted from one 
bump to another. 

“Directly in its path was a suggestion by Alderman Finn 
that no action should be taken until the end of the next 
twelve months, when the Chicago Telephone Company 
will have an opportunity to show its hand in the revision 
of rates. 

“No less discomforting to the immediate beneficiaries of 
the proposed merger was a proposition that the tunnel 
equipment and franchise provide a means whereby Inde- 
pendent companies shall be allowed long distance connec- 
tions with Chicago. 

“There also was a suggestion that the tunnel company 
might be compelled under the franchise to pay to the city 
20 per cent of the purchase price of its telephone rights. 

“Beside the committee there were present B. E. Sunny, 
president of the Chicago Telephone Company; Nathaniel 
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C. Sears, attorney for the Illinois Tunnel Company, and 
H. D. Critchfield and J. B. Ware of the International Inde- 
pendent Telephone Association. 

“During the reading of the ordinance as introduced in 
the council Alderman Theodore K. Long interrupted with 
a question. The clerk was reading the first section, author- 
izing the Illinois Telephone and Telegraph Company to 
transfer its telephone rights to ‘any individual, firm, or 
corporation now having a grant from the city to conduct, 
maintain, and operate a telephone business.’ 

“*Aren’t the words ‘now or hereafter having’?” asked 
Alderman Long. 

“When told that ‘or hereafter’ had been omitted he raised 
his eyebrows. 

“*They’re in the draft,’ he said, ‘and that’s an important 
alteration. There is only one other company now having 
such a grant from the city.’ 

“Alderman Long also called attention to a possibility of 
the city claiming a share of the purchase price.” 

In the /nter Ocean’s report was the following: 

““Tt seems to me that there is no great public demand 
for this transfer at this time,’ said Alderman Finn. ‘I 
suggest that it might be better to wait a year, when the 
tates of the Chicago Telephone Company are to be regu- 
lated so that we might possibly grant this privilege then 
and get better terms. 

“‘TIn the meantime, we could grant an extension of time 
to the Illinois Tunnél Company in which to install its 
telephones required by ordinance.’ ” 

It is evident that Chicago is watching this measure 
closely, and a concerted effort on the part of all Independ- 
ents to present their claims for recognition would have a 
great effect at this time. What Chicago wants to know 
is whether business men having Independent telephones 
within 500 miles of the city actually want to do business 
with them by telephone. There is no time to _ lose 
if they are to be shown that this is the fact, and the Inter- 
national Association will be greatly aided if every manager 
will canvass his own territory, and do his part to see that 
interested parties express their opinions. 


> 





Bell Rate Raising Starts Move for Competition in Mary- 
land. 


Dispatches from Salisbury, Md., announce that a mass 
meeting had been held to induce the Bell telephone com- 
pany to maintain its former rate of service. Since this 
meeting more than 75 per cent of the subscribers have 
pledged themselves to have their telephones disconnected 
after July 1 if the Bell company does not comply with 
their request. 

The radical element desires to take drastic steps against 
the Bell company, by having the company remove its 
poles and wires from their premises and pavements, 
legally or by applying axes and saws and wire cutters. 
The conservatives desire the matter settled amicably. 

The people and the financial interests in Salisbury are 
wide awake to the situation and already more than $10,000 
has been subscribed for the creation of a local company. 

There are about 700 telephones in Salisbury. The fight 
is being watched by all the towns on the Peninsula, as it 
is only a matter of time, it is understood, when the Bell 
company intends to raise its rates all over the Peninsula. 


Death of Mr. Bradford Shinkle. 
Bradford Shinkle, vice-president of the Hemingray 





Mr. 


Glass Company, of Covington, Ky., died on May 7th. Not 
only as an important factor in the development of a com- 
pany having dealings all over the country, but among his 
many personal friends, Mr. Shinkle will be greatly missed, 
and it is with deep regret that we announce his death. 
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Progressive Pennsylvania Companies. 

In the eastern part of Washington county, Pa., there are 
several Independent companies working in harmony and 
securing results. The Independent Telephone Construc- 
tion Company of California, Pa., worked all winter on a 
line from Charleroi to Washington, known as the “Air Line” 
which is twenty miles in length, all standard construction 
with No. 10 copper wire, and service was inaugurated over 
it about April 1. The same company has several ordinances 
granted and pending along the Monongahela River. The 
construction of a small exchange at Bentleyville was com- 
menced last month, as was also a local line from the Roscoe 
telephone exchange several miles in length. With this line 
there are three circuits working between Charleroi and Cali- 
fornia. Several other country lines will probably be built 
by this company before the summer is over. 

At a meeting of the Charleroi Telephone Company board 
in April it was decided to pay a dividend at the time of the 
annual meeting in May. The company has been in opera- 
tion only one year, but has met with marked success, con- 
sidering the fact that the system was built during the panic 
times. The plant cost $35,000, and is a most complete ex- 
change with the people giving it the best of support. 

The Roscoe Telephone Company will simply develop its 
local field. 

The Union Telephone Company will reconstruct many 
of its lines. It recently completed a rural line some four 
miles in length. This company has met with great success 
from the very first, and now has orders for telephones 
which will bring its list above the four hundred mark. Cal- 
ifornia has a population of about 2,500. 

The Home Mutual Telephone Company has been re- 
stringing copper wire in place of iron, and preparing for an 
increase in its business. 

The Maple Creek Telephone Company is enjoying pros- 
perity. It, like the Home Mutual, has lately completed 
stringing copper wire to replace iron. 

Public Service Regulation Not Advanced by Winter 

Legislation. 

In an editorial on “The Work of the Legislatures,” the 
Electric Railway Journal says: 

“The attempts at public utilities legislation, so called, at 
the sessions of the legislatures of the different states now 
being concluded have failed in New Jersey, Indiana, 
Kansas, West Virginia, South Dakota, Idaho, Utah, Ne- 
vada, Oklahoma, Iowa, Nebraska, Colorado, Maine, New 
Hampshire and Minnesota. In Connecticut the public 
utility bill has been reported adversely by the judiciary 
committee of the house. Vermont is the only state suc- 
cessful in its attempt to emulate New York and Wis- 
consin. The bill in Iowa resulted in the appointment of 
a special committee to report to the next legislature, and 
the attempt in New York to amend the present law so as 
to bring telegraph and telephone companies under the 
commissions resulted in the matter being referred to a 
committee to report at the next session. Except possibly 
in the cases of New Jersey and Connecticut, where they 
received extended consideration, the bills for new com- 
missions could hardly be taken seriously. 

“It would be impossible here to point out all of the 
ridiculous conditions incorporated in some of the measures, 
but that the bills were very largely unjustified is strikingly 
illustrated in the case of the Utah measure. An eloquent 
plea was made for the measure in Utah by its fanatical 
author, who had as his guiding star a governor who had 
recommended that a measure such as the author had drawn 
should be passed. There are less than 200 miles of electric 
railway in Utah and only one railroad that really is impor- 
tant, that would have come within the provisions of the bill. 
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Still it was proposed to create a commission of three mem- 
bers at a salary of $3,500 a year each and a total cost to 
the state variously estimated at from $25,000 to $50,000.” 





Columbus Independents Preparing to Enlarge Plant. 

The board of directors of the Columbus Citizens Tele- 
phone Company, of Columbus, O., is discussing extensive 
improvements to its modern automatic plant. Several 
meetings of the board have been held, and, although no 
decisive action has been taken, a definite announcement 
is expected soon. The corporation, which has $250,000 of 
6 per cent preferred stock in the treasury, will sell $150,000 
to make the proposed improvements. 

Among the improvements discussed are two additional 
branch exchanges in the North Side and East End and 
also exchanges in the West Side and South Side. All of 
the new exchanges will be automatic, and will enable the 
company to handle the business of a much larger number 
of subscribers. 

It is also expected to erect a branch exchange at 
Shepard, a suburb east of the city, and at Arlington, north- 
west of the corporation limits. The company is at the 
present time up to its capacity in all the districts of the 
city, and it has a large number of applicants for addi- 
tional telephone service. 

It has been the policy of the company not to make any 
expenditures for extensions out of the capital account 
unless it were certain that such expenditures would be 
revenue producing, and this will be the policy of the con- 
cern during the coming summer. When the projected im- 
provements are completed local telephone men believe it 
can be truthfully stated that the Ohio capital is better 
served than any other city in the Central States. 

New York Merchants Association States Its Position on 
Telephone Regulation. 

Although the amendment to the New York Public Serv- 
ice Commission law intended to place telephone com- 
panies under control of the Commission was defeated at 
the recent session of the legislature, the Merchants’ Asso- 
ciation of New York, in the current issue of its bulletin 
states that it believes “that there is a widespread, general 
and reasonable demand on the part of the public that the 
telephone and telegraph companies should be brought 
under control of the Public Service Commissions.” 

The association, however, did not approve the Francis 
bill as drafted and urged, among others, the following 
modifications: 

That annual reports shall not be required to cover any 
period other than a corporation’s fiscal year. 

That monthly reports shall not be required. 

That it shall not be unlawful to keep accounts, records 
and memoranda in addition to those prescribed by a Com- 





mission. 

That changes in forms of accounts may be required 
only at the beginning of a fiscal year and after six months’ 
notice. 

That as to regulations, practices or methods the Commis- 
sions may initiate action upon their own motion. 

That as to rates and charges the Commissions may act 
only upon complaint of specified public officers or a spe- 
cified number of consumers, and that when rates shall have 
been adjusted by the Commission no further action shall 
be taken thereon for practically three years. 

That the Commission shall not have power to order 


interchange of service between telephone companies. 
That the Commissions shall investigate rates upon com- 
plaint of the corporations affected. 
That upon approval of a Commission, stocks or bonds 
may be issued for reimbursement for moneys expended for 
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acquisition of property, construction, etc., or for improve- 
ments. 

That with the approval of the Commission, consolida- 
tions or mergers of companies may be permitted. 

That the continuing penalty of $1,000 per day for any 
violation now imposed upon offending corporations and 
their employes alike, shall apply only to the corporations; 
and that employes shali be subject only to the penalty for 
a misdemeanor. 

The association denied that it had urged these amend- 
ments with the object of procuring the defeat of the 
amendment. 

It is noteworthy that the association urged several 
amendments of a character very favorable to the monopo- 
listic policies of the Bell telephone company, which, if 
adopted, would enable the Commissions to sanction acts 
which might seriously damage the public interest unless 
the Commissions should be well equipped, watchful, ener- 
getic and capable to a degree which is hardly to be antici- 
pated. 





Rate Hearings in Oklahoma. 

The Oklahoma Corporation Commission has set the hearing 
in the Enid telephone case, and all other cases on their docket 
against the Pioneer Telephone and Telegraph Company, for 
hearing on June 7, 1909. The recent decision of the Supreme 
Court in the Hartshorn case does not apply to the Enid case, 
as the Enid council amended the telephone franchise a few 
years ago, raising the maximum amount to be charged for 
service, and the 25 per cent raise in rates at Enid which 
has been in effect for over a year now is within the rates 
prescribed by the franchise. 

Among the other cases on the docket of the Corporation 
Commission against the Pioneer Telephone Company other 
than the cases which were affected by the decision of the 
Supreme Court are: Complaint Grant County Rural Telephone 
Company of Pond Creek asking for physical connections 
under the provisions of the Oklahoma Constitution, which 
gives the Commission power to order physical connections of 
companies for the transmission of messages over each other’s 
lines, and the complaint of George McMurdo of McAlester 
against the South McAlester-Eufala company alleging dis- 
crimination in rates. 


-—— 





Competition Spurs Kocky Mountain Bell Telephone Com- 
pany to Greater Activity. 

The success of the Montana Independent Telephone Com- 
pany has been so great that its competitor, the Rocky 
Mountain Bell Telephone Company, notwithstanding the 
fact that it has been unable to pay dividends on plant al- 
ready installed, considers itself compelled to rapidly. extend 
its facilities in order not to lose what business it already 
has. The company is reported to be cutting rates right 
and left where there is competition, and there is no ques- 
tion but that even the Bell telephone users benefit by the 
advent of the Independects, although the superiority of the 
service of the Independent company is being recognized, 
and bringing new subscribers in large numbers. As a con- 
sequence, the Bell reconstruction and additions are being 
concentrated at the districts where the Independent com- 
panies are most active, as shown by recent announcements 
of Bell construction work authorized, as follows: Cable 
and pole lines at Dillon; cable..pole lines and new switch- 
board at Big Timber; underground and aerial cable, pole 
lines and additional switchboard at Missoula: cable and 
pole lines at Great Falls; cable and pole lines at Miles City; 
cable, pole lines and additional switchboard at Hamilton; 
cable and pole lines at Livingston; addition to building, 
cable and pole lines and new switchboard at Helena: cable 
and pole lines at Harlowton; cable and pole lines at Colum- 
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bus; cable, pole lines and new switchboard at Deer Lodge; 
long distance circuits from Missoula to Bonita, Missoula 
to Lathrop, Drummond to Philipsburg, Drummond to Deer 
Lodge, Chestnut to Storrs, Three Forks to Toston, Silver 
Craig and Great Falls to Cascade. 

The company has also announced that this coming year 
will be busier from a construction standpoint than any it 
has had for a long time. This condition, while not at all 
exceptional, is a very effective acknowledgment of the pres- 
ent success and good prospects of the Independent com- 
panies in Montana. 
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Summer School of the University of Wisconsin. 

The University of Wisconsin, at Madison, Wis., has always 
given something especially valuable and practical in its summer 
school for artisans. This year courses are offered in Steam 
and Gas Engines, Electricity, Machine Design, Mechanical 
Drawing and allied subjects. There are no entrance re- 
quirements, the purpose of this school being to offer practical 
instruction by lectures and laboratory practice to young men 
in the trades. A new feature of the coming session will be 
courses in public utilities testing and accounting, for those 
desiring to become familiar with the requirements of the 
Railroad Commission of Wisconsin, which has the admin- 
istration of the Wisconsin public utilities law. 

The University of Wisconsin is beautifully located, and its 
laboratories are well equipped, while its instruction staff 
includes men of the highest ability. On account of the 
special features included in the new course in public utilities 
accounting, as well as the opportunities for practical workers 
to familiarize themselves rapidly with certain fundamental 
electrical studies, it is probable that the summer courses this 
year will prove especially attractive to young men employed 
by telephone companies who find themselves able to obtain a 
short leave of absence. 

Full information can be obtained from the dean, Dr. F. E. 
Turneaure, College of Engineering, University of Wisconsin. 





Vermont Company Publishes Monthly Bulletin. 

A novelty recently introduced by the Vermont Peoples’ 
Telephone Company, of Orleans, Vermont, is the publica- 
tion of a monthly bulletin. It gives the names of new sub- 
scribers and removals in the several exchanges operated by 
the company, and other information of interest to sub- 
scribers. People who have their telephones removed for 
non-payment will probably be rather scarce hereafter, for, 
in the first number of the bulletin, removals for non-pay- 
ment are so designated in print, giving the “poor pay” sub- 
scribers a little advertising which they will, undoubtedly, 
not relish. The company which issues this bulletin has 
eight exchanges, as follows: Barton, Orleans, Newport, 
No. Troy, Troy, Derby, West Charleston and Morgan. 

The directors and officers of the company are as follows: 
E. M. Buchanan, president; Herbert L. Moor, general man- 
ager; R. B. Buchanan, secretary and treasurer. The above 
named with D. Buchanan and H. W. Buchanan constitute 
the board of directors. 

President Buchanan is also the president of the Vermont 
& New Hampshire Telephone Association, and a man who 
has done creditable work in protecting the interests of the 
Independent companies in Northern New England. 





Lamp Signaling System for Police Calls. 

Mr. John W. Kelly, Jr., Chief of the Electrical Bureau of 
the city of Candem, N. J., on seeing in TELEPHONY the no- 
tice of a system for calling police by means of street lights 
switched on by telephone operators, installed at Nelson, B. 
C., states that a light system for the same purpose is being 
installed under his direction at Camden. It will be a spe- 


cial outfit of fifty lamps, distributed throughout the city, 
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and so arranged that police at headquarters can call one 
or any number of police officers on duty on the street. 
This installation will be followed By one of a system of 
bells for day service. 

In the city of Camden the ordinance establishing the 
Electrical Bureau gives it very broad powers over all elec- 
trical work, including telephone construction done in the 
city, in addition to placing in charge of the bureau all 
electrical work upon the city’s own property. 

Mr. Kelly, who has been chief of the bureau since it was 
established, is well known to telephone men on account of 
his previous connection with the Keystone Telephone 
Company of Philadelphia, where he was superintendent of 
maintenance. 

Telephone Hides Drinks. 

At Ashtabula, Ohio, a clever scheme for violating the Rose 

law in a “dry” town came to light in a raid made by the 





police. 

Some one who saw a barrel rolled into a building formerly 
a saloon reported to the police and a squad was detailed to 
search the place. Finding the barrel of whisky, as expected, 
the police became curious about a screen and discovered that 
it hid what appeared to be a telephone booth. 

Further scrutiny disclosed that it was a “wireless” telephone 
that hung on the wall, and when a policeman lifted the re- 
ceiver the box on the bottom of the instrument flew open, 
disclosing a receptacle of convenient size for a glass or bottle. 


Manipulation of New York State Bell Properties. 

Business men in New York State are puzzled by the manip- 
ulation going on in the various Bell telephone properties They 
believe that it is designed to cover up weakness, but are not 
sure whether the result will be a real remedy, or simply to 
postpone a day of reckoning. Interest in the situation has been 
heightened by recent deals to strengthen the position of the 
Hudson River Telephone Company, which has its headquarters 
at Albany. 

For some years past the American Telephone and Telegraph 
Company has held fifty-one per cent of the stock of the Hud- 
son River Telephone Company, and the remaining forty-nine 
per cent was in the hands of local holders. 

Upon the entrance of the Home Telephone Company of Al- 
bany into the territory, formerly monopolized by the Hudson 
River company, about nine years ago, it is understood to have 
found the local Bell company loaded with an antiquated equip- 
ment, and with its exterior plant in a process of disintegration 
owing to the action of the elements. The Bell company was 
compelled immediately to replace all its local battery telephones 
with instruments operated upon the common battery system. 
It has also been put under heavy expense to replace a large 
quantity of antiquated material at a time when competition for 
business was the keenest in its history. The result was that 
the dividends of the company went down steadily from eight 
per cent a year to nothing in October, 1907. The stock fell 
from above par to about 51 in December, 1908, at which time 
negotiations were entered into with the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany of Pennsylvania for the exchange of two shares of Penn- 
sylvania Bell for three shares of Hudson River stock. This’ 
was on the basis of about $66 per share for a stock that had 
ceased to pay dividends. Practically all the local holders ac- 
cepted this offer, and believed that they had been dealing with 
the Bell of Pennsylvania. It now appears that the transfer 
had been effected through the American Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company, which had in its treasury enough stock of the 
Pennsylvania Bell to carry out the deal. On Tuesday, April 
20, in New York city the present holder or holders of stock 
of the Hudson River Telephone Company voted to sell the 
company te the Central New York Telephone Company, with 
headquarters. at Syracuse. It is said that the deal was manip- 
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ulated by the American Telephone and Telegraph Company 
with a view finally to concentrating all its principal holdings 
in the state, outside of New York City, into the Central New 
York Telephone Company. It is understood in Albany that it 
will be only a short time before the offices of the local com- 
pany will be in Syracuse, and all bills for tolls and rentals 
will be made up and sent out from that city. 

Los Angeles Home Company Announces Plan for $350,000 

Expenditures. 

The Home Telephone and Telegraph Company is reported 
to be preparing to expend $350,000 immediately in the im- 
provement and extension of its service in Los Angeles, Cal. 

Of this amount $250,000 will be used in buying new auto- 
matic machinery and $100,000 will be invested in cables, 
according to reports in the local newspapers, which state 
that preliminary work will be begun at once, and installation 
of machinery will commence as soon as it is received from 
the factory. 








Nebraska Independent Telephone Association to Prepare 
New Tariff and Route Book. 

The Independent long distance lines of Nebraska are not 
only being used extensively within the state, but the range 
of connection is constantly increasing, and business with 
neighboring states is so heavy at the present time that 
there is a very large demand in all exchanges for a com- 
prehensive tariff and route book which will cover not only 
Nebraska, but also large parts of Iowa, Kansas, Missouri 
and South Dakota. With a view to compiling such a book 
at the earliest possible date the Traffic Association, at its 
last meeting, appointed a committee to take the matter in 
hand and push it forward to completion. The members of 
this committee are Mr. C. C. Deering, Omaha; Mr. R. E. 
Mattison, secretary of the Nebraska Independent Telephone 
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Association; and Mr. Geo. K. Gann, traffic manager of the 
Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Company. 


Last Year a Prosperous One for the Ericsson Companies. 

The report of the annual meeting at Stockholm, Sweden, 
of the L. M. Ericsson Company’s interests tells of an 
unusually prosperous year. A’ 20 per cent dividend was 
declared, which is the largest ever paid by the companies. 
In addition to this remarkable achievement the company 
gives to each stockholder, gratis, an extra share, par value 
1,000 Kr. This stock is quoted on the Bourse at 5,600 Kr. 

The previous year’s dividend was 18 per cent, and the 
stockholders have every reason to be satisfied with last 
year’s business. 








Independent Long Distance Project in Louisiana. 

The success of the Home Telephone Company, of Monroe, 
La., has led to the organization of a long distance company, 
to develop certain territory in which profitable operation 
seems to be assured. 

The Home company has been obliged to enlarge its plant 
to take care of the growth of business, and has put in a 
modern high grade common battery board. Mr. Chas. F. 
Speed, the manager, is known all over the Southwest as a 
hustler, and the continued progress of the company is as- 
sured under his leadership. 





Pittsburg Bell Company Accused of Restricting 
Development. 

In the Pittsburg, Pa. Leader of May 14 there appeared 
a bitter criticism of the local Bell company. The com- 
pany is raked over the coals for delays in installing and 
moving telephones. The article also presents a strong 
hint that the remedy is to use the Independent service. 


‘Telephone Patents 


Conducted by Max W. Zabel 


INTERRUPTER CIRCUIT AND APPARATUS. 
John F. Engle, Cleveland, O., patent 921,601, May 11, 1909; 
assigned to North Electric Company. 

The harmonic converter of this patent, as shown in the 
illustration, consists of the ordinary ringing key arrange- 
ments, in connection with vibrators having different sized 
and their associated contacts bridged by con- 

Each vibrator-actuating magnet (of which there 


weights, 
densers e. 
























































are two for each vibrator) consists of two windings, b° 6’, 
one of low resistance and the other of high resistance, the 
high resistance winding being always in circuit to operate 
the vibrator, and on account of its high resistance, using 
a very small amount of current, whereas the low-resistance 
winding is only cut in where the particular frequency is 


desired, and thus increases the length of contact and there- 
by the magnetic effect on the transformers d. 


CIRCUIT INTERRUPTER. 

James M. Wilson, Meriden, Conn., patent 921,046, May 11, 
1909; assigned to Connecticut Telephone & Electric 
Company. 

The spark generating device of this patent consists of a 
motor having permanent magnetic fields, in connection 
with an armature having a winding, and adapted to rotate 
before said fields in such manner that the magnetic flux 
of the permanent magnets is sometimes shifted to different 
points of the armature without thereby increasing the re- 
luctance of the magnetic path, said shifting of the lines, 
however, causing currents in the armature winding to 

produce the sparks. 


TELEPHONE APPARATUS. 

Adolph C. Kaufman and L. J. Lippman, New York, N. Y., 
patent 921,119, May 11, 1909, assigned to American 
Callaphone Co., New York, N. Y. 

A telephone apparatus is set forth in this patent, in which 
five transmitters are mounted together with their mouthpieces 
close together, so that an operator can talk into all of them 
jointly. Each transmitter leads to a separate receiving appar- 
atus, the idea being to transmit the sound to different places 
on different circuits with but one operator. 
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ADJUSTABLE BRACKET, 
Edward B. Craft, Chicago, IIl., patent 921,367, May 11, 1909; 
assigned to Western Electric Company. 

The adjustable bracket of this patent is a four-arm 
bracket, the arms being hinged rectangularly, with slots 
in the end posts to permit said rectangularly hinged 
brackets to extend outwardly, thereby to provide an adjust- 
able mounting for a telephone. 


TELEPHONE. 
Eugene Koehler, Philadelphia, Pa., patent 922,001, May 18, 
1909. 


The telephone apparatus of this patent discloses a trans- 
mitter which may be placed against some portion of the 
body close to the lungs, so that it will take up and trans- 
mit speech of a person upon whose body it is clamped, 
thereby avoiding the necessity of having the transmitter 
in front of the mouth. The receiver is also mounted on 
top of the transmitter clamp, so that a person’s arms are 
free. 


ELECTRICAL SIGNALING SYSTEM. 
Ray H. Manson, Elyria, O., patent 922,436, May 18, 1909; 
assigned to Dean Electric Company. 
This harmonic converter is designed with the ordinary 
vibrating elements, which, in combination with four con- 
tacts cause undulatory currents in the transformer T, and 
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which are used for harmonic signaling. Condensers C 
bridge the contacts. One primary battery suffices. Two 
relays include the vibrator in circuit to operate it when 
current is required. 

The internal circuit connections of the system are fully 
illustrated in the patent. 


COMBINED AUTOMATIC SIGNALING AND TELE- 
PHONE SYSTEM. 
Edgar E. Salisbury, Chicago, IIl., patent 921,894, May 18, 
1909; assigned to Signalphone Alarm Company. 

The above patent contemplates the use of sub-station 
instrument and associated devices, whereby said sub-sta- 
tion device has complete telephonic apparatus and, in ad- 
dition, means for sending in fire alarms, which fire alarms 
can be of two kinds, namely, a regular alarm which oper- 
ates regular gongs, or a still alarm, which does not operate 
the gongs, additional means being provided to record at 
the central station the particular line which sends in the 
alarm. 


COMPOSITE SIGNALING SYSTEM. 
Henry B. Stone, Providence, R. I., patent 922,206, May 18, 
1909. 
A composite telephone and telegraph system is claimed 
in this patent, and consists of the line wires O O’ which 
are connected with the telephone jack s, through the in- 
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terposition of primary windings J; and /”2, J’, and 1”: Con- 
densers, C”, etc., are used, as is also the secondary wind- 
ing L. It is claimed that the ringing currents thus do not 
have to pass through the condensers, but are transmitted 
through the repeating coil. The telegraphic current is 
































transmitted through the branches T T:, this apparatus being 
of the customary circuit arrangement. 


PRODUCING AMPLIFIED CURRENT VARIATIONS. 
E. Weintraub of Schenectady, N. Y., and M. C. A. Latour, 
of Paris, France, patent 921,930, May 18, 1909; 
assigned to General Electric Co. 

Means for repeating and amplifying voice currents, as 
described, contemplate the use of a mercury vapor device 
or lamp, in which the resistance, instead of being approxi- 
mately inversely proportional to the current, when such a 
lamp is operated normally with a mercury arc, is of a 
widely different character when the current discharge in 
the lamp is less than necessary to maintain an arc. In 
such a case, the voltage across the tube, instead of being 
constant, with variations of current, decreases rapidly with 
increase of current, thus having a negative resistance co- 
efficient. The tube is used in connection with a transmit- 
ter and receiver and repeating coil, so that the current 
variations of amplified character are made use of in trans- 

mission. 


ELECTRIC SIGNALING SYSTEM. 

Albion D. T. Libby, Elyria, O., patent 922,006, May 18, 
1909; assigned to Dean Electric Company, Elyria, O. 
The harmonic converter of this patent consists of the 

four vibratory elements as illustrated. Each is provided 

with different sized weights. The vibrating element has 
only two contact points, 29 and 30, which, in connection 
with a single battery B’, impress the primary current on 
the transformers 7’, etc., through the agency of the two 
secondary windings t¢t and f, whereby the current is re- 
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versed and undulations caused in the secondary windings. 
The relays m, which control the vibrators, are of unlike 
resistances, as shown. The condensers C”, etc., are also 
of unlike capacities, as are the secondary voltages. The 
amount of iron in the transformers also varies with the 
frequency as shown. 








TELEPHONE EXCHANGE SYSTEM. 

H. G. Webster, Chicago, Ill., patent 921,187, May 11, 1909, 
assigned to Stromberg-Carlson Telephone Mfg. Co., 
Rochester, N. Y. 

A central energy telephone exchange system is described in 
this patent, and refers more particularly to testing devices 
arranged within the cord circuit for ascertaining the condition 
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of the called line. For this purpose, a very high resistance 
test relay is used, one terminal of which is connected to 
ground, and which, when the operator is making the test, is 
connected, by means of a spring, of the listening key into the 
circuit with the tip strand of the cord circuit. The high re- 
sistance relay then energizes the coil to notify the operator 
of the busy condition of the line. 


In the Manufacturing Field 


Franz J. Dommerque Joins Stromberg-Carlson Organiza- 
tion. 

The executive offices of the Stromberg-Carlson Tele- 
phone Manufacturing Company, Rochester, N. Y., are mail- 
ing announcements to their customers that they have se- 
cured the services of Mr. Franz J. Dommerque, M. E., who 
will represent this company exclusively in an advisory capac- 
ity as General Representative. 

Mr. Dommerque recently resigned from the Kellogg 
Switchboard & Supply Company, where he was formerly 
secretary, with the intention of returning to Europe per- 
manently, but after being persuaded by his many friends to 
remain, he accepted a position with the Stromberg-Carlson 
Telephone Manufacturing Company.. 





An Independent Telephone Factory in Canada. 


An event of importance to the telephone field is the com- 
pletion of the new Independent telephone manufacturing 
plant recently built by the Dominion Telephone Manufac- 
turing Co., Limited, at Waterford, Ont., Canada. 

This enterprise is the result of the Canadian demand for 
the product of the Swedish-American Telephone Co. of 
Chicago. 


The Dominion Telephone Manufacturing Co., Ltd., will 


The new factory building is said to be one of the most 
substantial and best constructed buildings in Ontario. It 
it built of stone and brick and mill constructed throughout. 
The cwners report that the main building is 280 feet in 
length and 70 feet in width, two stories high, with light 
on four sides, insuring ideal manufacturing conditions. 
This plant is equipped with the latest and most approved 
machinery and mechanical appliances, and as a bona fide 
Independent telephone manufacturing plant located within 
the Dominion of Canada, will doubtless be appreciated by 
Canadian operating companies. 

The establishment of this plant adds strength to the 
Independent movement in Canada, and shows the faith evi- 
denced in the future of Independent telephony in Canada 
by the investment represented by this modern manufactur- 
ing plant. 

The officials of the new Dominion Company are: E. B. 
Overshiner, Chicago, president; A. L. Squire, Waterford; 
A. V. Overshiner, Chicago, vice-presidents; O. H. Dun- 
combe, Waterford, treasurer; George Pierce, Waterford, 
secretary; W. O. Rhode, Waterford, general manager. 

Mr. Rhode will be remembered by many telephone men 
in the States as having been associated with the Swedish- 
American Telephone Company for a number of years. 
Canadian companies will find Mr. Rhode thoroughly 
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New Factory for Independent Telephone Equipment at Waterford, Ontario. 


manufacture under exclusive rights for the manufacture 
of this equipment in the Dominion of Canada. 

Unlike most new manufacturing plants, the Dominion 
Company is not required to do any experimenting on ap- 
paratus. It is starting with a well known -line of equip- 


ment. 


familiar with the telephone business in all of its branches, 
and painstaking in his efforts to please. 

A standing invitation is extended by the management 
to all telephone men to call and inspect this new plant. 
They will be welcomed and made to feel at home, and 
will be taken care of petsonally as well commercially. 














May 29, 1909 


The Stromberg-Carlson Exhibit at the A.-Y.-P. Exposition 
at Seattle. 

Stromberg-Carlson Manufacturing Co., of Rochester, N. 
Y., is to have an exhibit at the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Ex- 
position. 

All the company’s latest types of telephone apparatus will 
be shown, including the new key type intercommunicating 
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The wire chief’s equipment consists of a cabinet ar- 
ranged to be mounted on a table. All the test circuits are 
so equipped as to operate with keys which are located on 
the face of the cabinet, no cords being necessary. Circuits 
have been arranged to take care of every possible test of 
the switchboard circuits and test of the lines through the 
lightning arrester on the main distributing frame. 





Stromberg-Carlson Board Which Will be in Service at the Seattle Exposition. 


equipment; compact type magneto telephone; private 
branch exchanges; mine telephones and railroad telephone 
dispatching equipment. There will also be shown parts of 
standard apparatus, such as transmitters, receivers and keys, 
in the different operations of being manufactured from the 
raw material to the finished article. 

The company’s will be looked 
representative on the coast, the Telephone-Electric Equip- 
ment Company, which has offices at Seattle, Wash., San 
Francisco and Los Angeles, Cal. 

The Independent Telephone Company, which operates a 
large multiple Stromberg-Carlson system in the city of 
Seattle, will share the space with the Stromberg-Carlson 
Telephone Manufacturing Company, and will give service 
to all exhibitors on the Exposition Grounds, numbering 
about 350 local stations. 

A complete multiple switchboard equipment has 
built for this purpose. The equipment consists of the latest 
6 section, single position, multiple, lamp line switchboard, 
of 1,200 ultimate line capacity, equipped for operating 400 
lines. 

The board is of the single relay type, having removable 
panels and hinged key shelf, which affords easy access to 
the interior parts. The cord circuits in each section are 
equipped with four-party keys and arranged for four-party 
harmonic ringing. The first two sections are arranged as 
incoming trunk positions, and equipped for 20 branch ex- 
change trunks each, to connect with the main exchange. 

The advantage of this type of board is that a section can 
be added to it, consisting of one position, which does 
away with the necessity of purchasing a section which 
consists of three positions. ‘ 

The main distributing frame is the manufacturer’s stand- 
ard 100 high, 5 vertical frame, equipped with 400 pairs of 
Cook’s No. 14 lightning arresters and 500 cable terminals. 
The impedance coil rack-is mounted above the main dis- 
tributing frame, thus making very short cabling between 
the impedance coils and the arresters. 

The necessary power equipment, such as storage bat- 
teries, battery racks, etc., will be installed, for the opera- 
tion of the system. 

A mercury arc 


interests after by its 


been 


rectifier outfit has been installed for 


charging the storage batteries, and a Holtzer-Cabot pole 
changer will be used for furnishing the ringing current. 


The chief operator’s standard, single position desk is 
arranged for monitoring and supervising circuits. It is con- 
templated that at the exposition the chief operator will 
act in the capacity of information clerk, and the circuits 
are arranged to take care of this. 

The Independent Telephone Company will also give toll 
service direct from the Exposition Grounds, connecting with 
the numerous Independent telephone companies operating 
in the West. 

The Stromberg-Carlson Telephone Manufacturing Com- 
pany invites all its friends and those who are interested 
in telephone equipment to visit the exhibit which will be 
in the Manufacturers’ Building and to make the booth their 
headquarters while on the grounds. 





The Ericsson Steel Telephones. 


An evidence of the growing popularity of the all-steel 
telephones manufactured by the L. M. Ericsson Telephone 
Manufacturing Company, of Buffalo, is a recent shipment 
of 1,000 steel sets on one order. Part of these 
government use in Europe and part of the shipment goes 
to Asia. 

Recent shipments of steel telephones are also reported to 
Colombia and Hawaii. Through the Australian agency 
the Ericsson company is introducing the steel sets in Aus- 
tralia, where a very lively interest is shown in telephony. 


are for 





A Private Branch Exchange for Alaska. 

The telephone is being used to a great extent in far- 
away Alaska, as the Western Telephone & Manufacturing 
Company of Chicago reports a recent shipment to Skag- 
way of a private branch exchange board. This board, which 
will be used in connection with the 300-line magneto board 
shipped to Skagway some time ago, has an ultimate capac- 
ity of 60 lines, and is equipped with 40 lines and 8 trunks. 
The necessary sets for use in connection with the board 
were also supplied by the Western Telephone & Manufactur- 
ing Company. 





Tue Appleton ELectric Company, maker of telephone fuses, 
fuse blocks, lightning arresters, etc., and has moved into new 
and larger quarters at 52 and 54 North Jefferson Street, Chi- 
cago. 
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New Runzel-Lenz Catalog. 


The new catalog just issued by the Runzel-Lenz Elec- 
tric Manufacturing Company, Chicago, IIl., is gotten up 
with a great deal more care than is spent on the average 
technical treatise. If anyone wants to know anything at 
all about the kinds of cords Runzel-Lenz makes, this is 
the place to find it. All essential steps in manufacture are 
indicated separately, so that one can see just how the cord 
is built up. Special illustrations show finished cords, styles 
of tips, etc., and some of the plates are beautifully colored, 
so that they are exact reproductions of the cords them- 
selves. Colored illustrations of switchboard cable, show- 
ing all wires in their proper code colors are also presented, 
probably for the first time in the history of catalog print- 
ing. The book gives the kind of information about switch- 
board cable and cords which should be in the possession 
of every manager. It is a credit to the firm which issues it. 





Wiping Cable Joints by Machinery. 

Telephone companies are taking a great deal of interest 
in a machine for wiping cable joints which is in use by a 
number of them. 

Wiping joints by hand is a slow and expensive process, 
as about four joints a day are all that can be wiped by an 
expert cable wiper. With the wipe joint machine, it is 
said by its manufacturers, that an ordinary helper can wipe 
more than twenty joints in the same length of time. 

This machine, which is known as the Corcoran wipe 
joint machine, is designed for wiping any kind of lead 
joint and, it is claimed, will wipe branch joints as readily 

















Details of Joint Wiping Machine. 


as straight joints and horizontal joints just as well as the 
vertical joints. 

Among the advantages claimed for this device may be 
mentioned the saving in time, stock, absence of waste of 
solder, and labor. As the metal can be poured hotter, it 
fuses better with the lead, making stronger, neater and 


TELEPHONY 


Vol. 17, No. 22 


more perfect joints than by the hand method of wiping. 

So pleased are the Cleveland Water Works with the 
machine that they will not allow a hand wiped joint to be 
put in the ground. 

The illustrations show the machine and the manner of 
pouring the metal. 

The Corcoran Wipe Joint Machine Company, 600 Belle- 





Demonstration of Joint Wiping with Machine. 


vue avenue, Detroit, Mich., manufacture this device and 
will gladly give detailed information about the work it 
does. 





Tue Dean E vectric Company, of Elyria, Ohio, has just 
closed a contract with the Rochester Telephone Company, 
of Rochester, Ind., which calls for the installation of a com- 
plete common battery multiple central office equipment. 
The apparatus includes an immediate installation of 700 
lines in a switchboard of 1,500 line capacity, and 45 rural 
lines; a main distributing frame; a relay rack; wire chief's 
test panel and power plant, likewise a No. 18 cabinet to 
handle an ultimate capacity of 40 toll lines. 





TuHeE AMERICAN ELEcTRIC TELEPHONE CoMPANY, of Chicago, 
reports a splendid spring business for its product. This 
is particularly noticeable in the demand for the No. 45 
Burns express switchboard. Recent shipments of this type 
of switchboard in the popular 150 drop size, have been 
made to the following points: Whitestown, Ind.; Crothers- 
ville, Ind.; Lumden, Sask, Canada; Atkins, Minn.; Blanch- 
ard, Okla. 





Tue Nationa Capinet Company, of Chicago, manufac- 
turers of high grade telephone cabinets and switchboard 
woodwork was visited by a fire at its factory a short time 
ago. The company reports that it is now in good running 
order again, and is running the factory overtime so that 
its customers will be inconvenienced as little as possible. 





Hoyt ELectrricAL INSTRUMENT WorkKs announces that Mr. 
R. M. Merritt has resigned as New England manager, to be- 
come associated with the Wetmore-Savage Company, Boston. 
Mr. E. W. Carter will look after the New England interests 
of the Hoyt Electrical Instrument Works, the change taking 
effect May 1. 














Condensed News Reports 


Officers of companies are earnestly requested to forward us promptly all financial and other state- 
ments as soon as issued and any items of interest as to their plants and systems 








PERSONAL. 


MR. C. H. PARKER is the newly appointed manager of the 
Butler County Telephone Company at Augusta, Kan. 

MR. W. A. WINFIELD has been appointed manager of the 
Eastern Telephone Company with head offices at Halifax, N. S., 
Canada. 

MR. WALTER FISHER has been appointed traffic manager 
and assistant manager of the Independent Telephone Company at 
Kankakee, IIll., to succeed Mr. T. A. Kerr, who resigned on ac- 
count of other duties. 


NEW COMPANIES. 


YUMA, ARIZ.—The Yuma board of county supervisors has 
granted a franchise to T. M. Drennan, of Parker, and others to 
erect and maintain a telephone line in Yuma county. The line 
will be constructed from San Bernardino, Cal., to the Needles, and 
from there to Parker and through to Yuma. The line is also to 
be .extended to Phoenix and intervening towns. Likewise to 
Tucson, Kingman, Prescott and later to Los Angeles. Connec- 
tion will be made with the long distance lines at San Bernardino. 
This system will connect practically the entire Southwest. 


HOLLYVILLE, DEL.—A fifth Independent telephone company 
has been organized in this place to be known as the Indian River 
Telephone Company. J. W. Hunter is president of the new cor- 
poration; J. W. Hunter, vice-president; Harry Prettyman, secre- 
tary, and Harry J. Anderson, treasurer. 

OSKALOOSA, IOWA.—The Oskaloosa Home Telephone Com- 
pany has recently been incorporated by J. S. Appelman and H. 
H. Evans. Capital stock is placed at $150,000. 


WAUKON, IOWA.—Farmers near here and New Albin have 
formed a corporation known as the River Telephone Company 
and have poles all set and wires strung. The officers of the com- 
pany are: President, James McKee; secretary, M. W. Bakewell; 
treasurer, M. Yeoman. ’ 

DRENTHE, MICH.—The Independent Telephone Company, of 
Drenthe, was recently organized and will begin operations very 
soon. Among the officers and directors are Dr. A. J. Brower, 
J. S. Optholt, Bert Ter Haar, David Yntema. Arrangements 
have been made to give service to the subscribers of the Citizens 
Telephone Company of Zeeland. 

HILLSDALE, N. Y. (Columbia Co.)—The North Hillsdale and 
Green River Telephone Company has been incorporated with a 
capital stock of $4,500. The incorporators are Edward Harring- 
ton, Frank J. Shaw, Frank Mercer, Adam Steuerwald, John P. 
Gilmore, and George De Larmater, of Hillsdale; Albert Moore, 
of Austerlitz. Lines will be built through several towns in Co- 
lumbia county, including Hillsdale and Austerlitz. The eastern 
terminus will be West Stockbridge, Mass. 


CALABASH, N. C.—The Southport and Little River Telephone 
Company has been incorporated with a capital of $1,000. M. J. 
Corbett, N. W. Divine and th. R. Stone, of Wilmington, are the 
incorporators. 

GIBSONVILLE, N. C.—The Gibsonville Telephone Company 
has been incorporated with a capital stock of $1,050. The incor- 
porators are G. E. Jordan, J. V. Dick and others. 


BERLIN, N. D.—The Lakeview Farmers Mutual Telephone 
Company has been incorporated with a capital stock of $10,000 
by H. G. Fenno, S. H. Darby, A. D. Knapp. 

GRANO, N. D.—Eugene Mead, of Grano; F. S. Randolph and 
others organized and incorporated the Grano-Lockwood Telephone 
Company with a capitalization placed at $10,000. 

COLUMBUS, OHIO.—The National Telephone Equipment Com- 
pany has been incorporated with a capital stock of $175,000. Wil- 
liam F. OGara is president; J. P. Hazelton, vice-president and 
treasurer, and R. C. M. Hastings, secretary. The company is 
organized for the purpose of manufacturing a new lockout de- 
vice. 

MADISON, OKLA.—The Madison Rural Telephone Company 
has been chartered with $3,000 capital by A. V. Tuller, J. W. 
Hall and others. ; 

MEDFORD, ORE.—B. F. Harris and others have incorporated 
the Medford and Butte Falls Telephone Company, which will 
construct lines from Butte Falls to Eagle Point and then to Med- 
ford. The capital stock is $5,000. 


LEXINGTON, TENN.—The Home Exchange Company is the 
name given to a new telephone company incorporated in this 
place. Connections will be made with Sardis, Saltillo, Hender- 
son, Scott’s Hill, Decaturville and Lexington with headquarters at 
the latter place. The promoters are Dr. J. C. Stinson, of Centre 
Point; E. L. Fesmine, and J. F. Hawthorne of this place. 


FAIRMONT, VA.—The Harrison Telephone Company has been 
incorporated with a capital stock of $5,000. The incorporators 
are W. C. Webb, president, Barrowsville; W. W. Rich, vice- 
president, Fairmont; E. F. Harrison, secretary-treasurer, Fair- 
mont; R. H. Dillard and others. 


FINANCIAL. 


LAWTON, IA.—The Lawton Telephone Company has increased 
its capital stock from $2,000 to $9,000. 


FRANCHISES. 

JEROME, ARIZ.—The Arizona Overland Telephone Company has 
secured a 25 year franchise from the council at this place and will 
immediately begin construction work. 

MAZEPPA, MINN.—The Goodhue County Telephone Company 
has been granted a franchise to construct and maintain a tele- 
phone system in this place. 

SPENCERVILLE, OHIO.—The Jennings Telephone Company 
has been granted a franchise to run a telephone line into this 
place. It is reported that the franchise was asked for in or- 
der that the Jennings company might give its patrons free ser- 
vice to Spencerville. 

JACKSONVILLE, ORE.—The city council has granted a 20 year 
franchise to the Citizens’ Telephone Company. 


CONSTRUCTION. 

PRATT CITY, ALA.—The People’s Telephone Company expects 
to expend about $5,000 in improving its system in this place. 
It will install a new switchboard in the exchange and new tele- 
phones will be placed all over the city. The work is expected 
to be completed by early June. 

TUCSON, ARIZ.—The Consolidated Telephone & Telegraph 
Company has received a carload of cedar poles which are being 
placed along Speedway for the Fort Lowell line. All the prin- 
cipal ranches between this place and the University will be con- 
nected, there being 14 stations. The line will be about 11 miles 
long. 

MONTPELIER, IDAHO.—It has been decided to install a tele- 
phone fire alarm system in this city. The cost is estimated at 
about $450. 

MENDOTA, ILL.—The Northern Illinois Telephone Company 
intends stringing about two miles of cable in this place. 

COLUMBIA CITY, IND.—The Heme Telephone Company has 
placed an order for a new common battery switchboard and 
equipment at a cost of about $12,000. 

ELKHART, IND.—The officials of the Lake Shore & Michigan 
Southern Railroad announce that they have appropriated funds to 
establish a system of telephones for train dispatching, on the 
line between Elkhart and Toledo. 

INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—The New Telephone Company has pur- 
chased a lot at a cost of $29,000 upon which will be erected a 
new exchange building. 

ROCHESTER, IND.—The Rochester Telephone Company is 
making important improvements and changes in its system at 
this place. It has recently arranged to install a new complete 
common battery multiple central office equipment, including the 
immediate installation of 700 lines, with 1,500 ultimate capacity 
and 45 rural lines, also a main distributing frame, relay rack, 
wire chief’s test panel, and power plant, and also a cabinet for 
handling an ultimate capacity of 40 toll lines. This speaks very 
well for the success which this company is meeting. 

ALLISON, IA.—The Corn Belt Telephone Company will soon 
erect a building for its local exchange. 

FARNHAMVILLE, IA.—The Farnhamville Mutual Telephone 
Company will construct a toll line to Paton. 

GRUNDY CENTER, IA.—The Grundy Center Telephone Com- 
pany will soon erect a new two-story brick exchange building. 

WEST UNION, IA.—The West Union Rural Telephone Com- 
pany will construct many new lines at this place. 

BUFFALO, KAN.—The Cedar Vale Telephone Company is con- 
structing a line through the western portion of this vicinity. 

GIRARD, KAN.—A trunk line is being built from this place to 
Engelvale by the Girard Mutual Telephone Company. 

WESTMORELAND, KAN.—The Westmoreland Telephone Com- 
pany is installing a new switchboard in its exchange at Olsburg. 
It is also building two new lines out of Blaine and will soon 
build another out of Wheaton. 

SUMNER, MICH.—The Sumner Rural Telephone Company has 
decided to extend its lines to Riverdale and connect with the 
Union Telephone Company’s lines at that place. 
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ALBANY, N. Y.—The Rensselaer Home Telephone Company 
is pushing the work on its lines. It has been granted the privi- 
lege of laying two cables across the Hudson River, but only one 
will be placed at present. 

GLENBURN, N. D.—-The Lone Star Telephone Company will 
construct about 20 miles of rural lines. 

CADIZ, OHIO.—The new Harrison and Jefferson Telephone 
Company is to make considerable improvements to the systems, 
which have been consolidated. Several of the toll offices are to 
be eliminated, thereby giving more direct service. A direct line 
is to be built connecting with Wheeling, which will put Cadiz in 
direct connection with the Pittsburg exchanges. 

LOGAN, OHIO.—The Logan Home Telephone Company will 
install in its exchange a new switchboard costing about $10,000. 

NEWARK, OHIO.—The Newark Telephone Company is _ in- 
stalling a telephone switchboard in the Newark Trust building 
for the use of the Holophane Glass Company, a large manufactur- 
ing establishment. 

CLAYSVILLE, PA.—The National Telephone Company has 
started operations on the construction of a new line to Fargo. 
At Fargo the lines divide, one going to Pleasant Grove and Pros- 
perity, the other to East Finley and Sparta. 

CANOVA, S. DAK.—Two new rural telephone lines are under 
consideration for this section. One will extend to this place from 
Evan and the other between Canova and Howard, as a branch 
of the Nensen Telephone Company. 

TOM BEAN, TEX.—The management of the Tom Bean and 
Sherman Telephone Company is installing a new switchboard in 
the exchange at this place. 

RADISSON, WIS.—The Rice Lake & Northwestern Telephone 
Company is preparing to construct a line to Exeland and another 
from Winter to the Indian post on the Reservation. 

STURGEON BAY, WIS.—Farmers lines are spreading in all 
directions, and one of the latest is to be known as the Nasewaupee 
Telephone Line extending from Sawyer along the Little Sturgeon 
road through Hainesville. Contracts have already been made for 
41 telephones. The officers of the company are Geo. Fagg, presi- 
dent; Oscar Haines, vice-president; John Leitzkey, secretary; 
John Stephan, treasurer. 

TWO RIVERS, WIS.—A. rural telephone line, to be constructed 
on the Sandy Bay road, is being promoted by Charles Le Clair 
and N. Taddy. 

ELECTIONS. 

CHARLESTON, ARK.—The Franklin County Telephone Com- 
pany held its annual meeting recently and the officers elected 
are: President, Dr. J. P. Gammill; vice-president, Joseph Yun- 
ker; treasurer, Charles H. Yunker; secretary, J. B. McFerren. 

AUBURN, CAL.—The regular meeting of the Star Telephone 
Company was held recently at the Lone Star school house, and 
the following directors were elected: Geo. T. Griffin, William 
Cramer, H. P. Hansen, C. L. Hayford, C. D. Rittinger, Thos. N. 
Rogers. 

FREEPORT, ILL.—The Stephenson County Telephone Company 
at its annual meeting elected officers as follows: President, D. 
Cc. L. Mease; vice-president, W. A. Hance; treasurer, E. T. 
Morse; secretary and manager, L. A. Herrick. The directors are 
the officers and Charles D. Knowlton, T. K. Best, Wm. O. Wright 
and F. A. Read. 

MACOMB, ILL.—Officers elected to serve the Illinois Western 
Telephone Company for the coming year are, C. M. Edwin, pres- 
ident; George Kerman, vice-president; George Seely, secretary and 
treasurer. Directors, C. M. Erwin, George Kerman, L. B. Voxe, 
Mrs. Belle Edwin and L. E. Gray. This company has 17 ex- 
changes in the counties of McDonough, Schuyler, Hancock and 
Adams. 

SULLIVAN, ILL.—Stockholders of the Sullivan Mutual Tele- 
phone Company elected directors recently, the election resulting 
as follows: George Daugherty, Irving Shuman and Sam. T. Miller. 
L. C. Horn is president; George Daugherty, vice-president; Sam- 
uel Miller, secretary, and Irving Shuman, treasurer. 

FAIRFIELD, IA.—At the annual business meeting of the Jeffer- 
son County Telephone Company, the old officers were re-elected. 
They are: President, J. C. Thorne; vice-president, Edward Hunt; 
secretary-treasurer, Frank Light; Floyd H. McQuiston, man- 
ager. Directors, J. C. Thorne, Frank Light, R. C. Sayers, E. A. 
Howard, V. A. Lamson and Edward Hunt. 

LARNED, KAN.—Stockholders of the Homestead Telephone 
Company met recently and elected the following officers: Nelson 
Pinkston, president; Nelson Gleason, vice-president; K. G. Clark, 
secretary; Chas. Kunzman, treasurer, and A. H. Ackerman, 
trustee. 

OSBORNE, KAN.—Stockholders of the Cheyenne Telephone 
Company met recently and the election of officers resulted as fol- 
lows: Levi Vague, president; Bert Smith, vice-president; John 
Doane, secretary, and Bert Smith, as a director. i 

EAST HEBRON, ME.—The East Hebron Telephone Company, 
at its annual meeting, elected A. M. Fogg, president; George 
F. Needham, vice-president; Everett E. Johnson, secretary and 
treasurer. The directors are W. H. Packard, Fred J. Dunbar 


and Ward W. Harrington. 

RICHMOND, MO.—Officers elected to serve the Polo & Rich- 
mond Telephone Company for the ensuing year are: 
secretary, G. E. 


President, 


D. A. Kelmel; Higdon. The directors are the 
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above with Thomas Hankins, of Rayville; Van Wall, of Knox- 
ville, and Samuel L. Clevenger, of Vibbard. 

PENN YAN, N. Y.—Directors elected to serve the Yates County 
Telephone & Telegraph Company are Charles E. Quile, C. N. 
McFarren, F. M. MeNiff, Frank E. Spencer, T. W. Windnagle, 
Thomas N. Davis, Henry J. Sadler, James F. Alexander and 
David Miller. The officers are: President, Chas. BE. Quille; vice- 
president, Walter B. Tower; secretary, David Miller; treasurer, 
Frank E. Spencer. 


BARRON, WIS.—Dewitt Post was elected president; T. W. Bo- 
rum, vice-president; C. J. Borum, treasurer; J. E. Horstman, of 
Rice Lake, secretary, of the Barron County Telephone Com- 
pany. The officers with A. J. Strand make up the board of di- 
rectors. < 

CLINTON, WIS.—At the annual meeting of the stockholders of 
the Clinton Telephone Company the board of directors was re- 
elected. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

JENNINGS, FLA.—It is reportea that Mr. K. K. Powell has in- 
terested himself in endeavoring to establish a telephone system 
in and around this community, as with all its innumerable ad- 
vantages it still lacks telephone facilities. 

EVANSVILLE, IND.—The local branch of the Illinois Central 
Railroad, between Evansville and Mattoon, Ill., is being operated 
by telephone. In most cases the former telegraph operators are 
being retained and with particular instructions In the matter are 
already familiar with their new work. 

HOUGHTON, IA.—The German-American Telephone Com- 
pany has amended its article of incorporation in several respects. 
The principal place of business which has formerly been at Mt. 
Hamil has been changed to Houghton. The capital stock has 
been increased from $3,000 to $50,000, and the number of direct- 
ors reduced from five to three. 

HUMESTON, IA.—The Humeston Telephone Exchange was re- 


‘cently sold by J. B. Sullivan to George O. Gardner, who will take 


possession on June 1. Mr. Sullivan is administrator of the D. R. 
Kunkel estate, Mr. Kunkel having been manager and owner of 
the system for some years. 

GILBERT, MINN.—District Superintendent F. E. Lister, of the 
Mesaba Telephone Company, has begun securing subscribers for a 
telephone exchange here. 

TROY, N. Y.—In the Supreme Court of Rensaelaer county, the 
jury in the case of Frank McGovern against the Commercial 
Union Telephone Company, gave a verdict in favor of the plain- 
tiff for $4,000. He sued the company to recover $10,000 for the 
death of his little daughter who was run over by a wagon of 
the company. 


PARK RIVER, N. D.—Theo. Johnson has purchased the Home 
telephone system from Edward Code. 

CADIZ, OHIO.—The Harrison County Telephone Company and 
the Adena Exchange Telephone Company have consolidated. The 
deal was talked of for some time but was only recently effected. 
It is reported that the action is greeted by all members of both 
companies with very favorable comment. 


SHELBY, OHIO.—John Chamberlain, vice-president of the 
Shelby Telephone Company, and well known among the tele- 
phone fraternity of the state, recently passed away at his home. 
His death caused quite a shock to his friends and acquaintances. 


KAW CITY, OKLA.—The local telephone system which was 
formerly under control of J. F. Sperry, has passed into the 
hands of D. R. Puckett. 

SNYDER, TEXAS.—The local exchange here has been sold by 
the Texas & Pacific Company to the Scurry County Telephone 
Company, of which R. N. Miller is president, George T. Curtis, 
vice-president and general manager. The consideration was 
$10,000. The Scurry County Telephone Company is a new or- 
ganization composed of Scurry and Borden county business men. 
The headuarters of the company will be at Snyder. 

KENDALL, WIS.—A. H. Haskins, who recently sold out his 
interest in the Ontario & Wilton Telephone Company, of Wilton, 
has purchased the Kendall exchange from the Elroy Telephone 
Company. Mr. Haskins was formerly manager of this exchange. 

OTTAWA, ONT., CAN.—The Railway Commission has issued a 
general order that Independent telephone companies may have 
entrance to any failway station without regard to any exclusive 
arrangement between the railway and any company. Indepen- 
dent companies must pay a nominal fee and give 30 days’ notice. 
This order was given in dealing with the application of the Peo- 
ple’s Telephone Company, of Sherbrooke. 


UNDERGROUND. 

FORT WAYNE, IND.—The Home Telephone Company will con- 
struct a six multiple conduit leading from Wells and Superior 
streets into Bloomingdale, a thickly populated suburb. The work 
will require 1,000 ft. of 400 pair cable, 2,000 ft. of 300 pair cable 
and 1,£°0 ft. of 200 pair cable. 

HIAWATHA, KAN.—The Mutual Telephone Company is placing 
all the wires otf its system underground. 

CLEVELAND, OHIO.—The Cuyahoga Telephone Company is to 
experiment with laying its conduit under the sidewalk on Craw- 
ford road. The residents of that section have granted the com- 
pany the privilege and this wil be the first time the experiment 
has been tried in this city. 














